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History

In December 2007, Gresham City
Council voted unanimously to create

a new Rental Housing Inspection
Program to improve housing conditions
and community livability. Since then,
the mandatory city-wide program has
become a model for other communities.

« City Council Direction: September
2007

o First Ordinance Reading: December
2007

o Ordinance Enacted: December 2007

o Fee Resolution Adopted: December
2007

o Year of Initial Implementation: 2008

 Ongoing Inspections and Program

Improvements: 2009 to Present

Program summary

This program allows for the inspection
of residential rental properties including
complexes and single family homes. The
program addresses fire, life, and safety
code violations and compliance with
habitability standards to ensure that
residents are living in safe, habitable
conditions.

Requires all residential rental properties
within Gresham to have a rental license

which is renewed on an annual basis

« Mandatory city-wide rental housing
inspections

o Annually based upon an independent
random statistical sampling of
properties and units

o Adopts the 2006 International
Property Maintenance Code
published by the ICC (Available at
GreshamOregon.gov/RentalHousing)

* Includes complaint based process

Common Property
Maintenance Code Violations

Visible mold

Inadequate ventilation
Inadequate/illegal heat source
Plumbing (disrepair/ obstruction)
Smoke detectors (missing/inoperable)

Electrical (exposed wiring/receptacles

Left: Cabinet under a kitchen sink,
before (top) and after (bottom) repairs



Common Housing Requirements

Smoke Alarms

[IPMC 704.2 Amended by GRC 10.30.035]

Single or multiple-station smoke alarms need to be
installed and maintained in the following areas:

1. On the ceiling or wall outside of each separate
sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of the

bedrooms.
2.In each room used for sleeping purposes

3. In each story within a dwelling unit, including
basements and cellars but not including crawl spaces
and uninhabitable attics. In dwellings or a dwelling
unit with split levels and without an intervening door
between the adjacent levels, a smoke alarm installed
on the upper level shall suffice for the adjacent lower
level provided that the lower level is less than one full
story below the upper level.

*Bath fans
[IPMC 607.1]

Duct systems shall be maintained free of obstructions
and shall be capable of performing the required function
as per the manufactures recommendations. This will
help prevent mold and give better air quality for the
complex. As bath fans need to be replaced, new bath
fans should meet current construction codes.

Mold

[IPMC 305.3.1 Interior Dampness, Amended by GRC 10.30.035]
Every dwelling, including basements, and crawl spaces
shall be maintained reasonably free from dampness to
prevent conditions conducive to decay, mold growth, or
deterioration of the structure.

*Electrical work

[ORS 479.530(10)]

Properly licensed electrical contractors, propetly licensed
journeymen or apprentice electricians are required for
electrical installations where the property is for sale,

exchange, lease, or rent.

Typical examples of this type
of installation are:
+ Receptacle and switch
replacement
+ Hard-wired smoke
alarm replacement
+ Light fixtures and fans
+ Hard-wired large

appliances (e.g. a range)

+ Any new electrical
wiring or devices

Garbage Service
[GRC7.25.400 General Customer Requirements]

All residential, multi-family and commercial properties
in the city are required to provide garbage service for the
collection of solid waste, recyclable materials and yard

debris.

The owner of any residential or multi-family dwelling
complex who rents, leases or lets dwelling units for
human habitation is required to:

(a) Subscribe to and pay for collection service on
behalf of the tenants or, if the dwelling complex
contains four or fewer units, self-haul solid waste from
tenants to a metro approved disposal facility;

(b) Provide a
sufficient number
of receptacles

of adequate size
in an accessible
location from all
units to prevent
overflow from

occurring.




