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1. Subaru chooses Gresham  
for master parts distribution 
center.

2. Wastewater Treatment Plant 
reaches energy net zero; first in 
Pacific Northwest. 

3. My Gresham puts City Hall  
at your fingertips. 

4. Chalk of Fame victory and a 
Guinness World Record. 

5. Garage to Storefront 2.0 waives 
fees for small 
business dreams. 

6. Neighborhood 
Enforcement 
Team to expand 
to four police 
officers. 

City of Gresham photos

If 2015 was a year highlighted by big numbers and appetizing new 
technology, it was equally defined by the community’s strong show 
of support for Gresham’s future, safety and its fierce civic pride.
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4 ways to save on 
your utility bill

SEE PAGE 2 SCORE 
$50
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City of Gresham 
Utilities Team

FAN FAVORITES: Select eBill for fast, paperless bill notification and free AutoPay to pay your bill – and never write or mail a check again.

CITY COMPLETES LED 
STREETLIGHT PROJECT

One of Gresham’s most ambitious 
public works projects will be 
completed in December. The LED 
conversion project improves safety and 
privacy. 

The City replaced 7,952 lights; 1,762 
light poles; will save an estimated 
$500,000 a year; and conserve about 
42,000 MW-hours of energy savings – 
or 23 rail cars worth of coal.

LED lights give off a brighter, more 
focused light, better illuminating roads 
and reducing the amount of light 
spilling into windows.

Report light outages to LightOut@
GreshamOregon.gov or through the 
My Gresham issue-reporting system. 
For more information, call 503-618-
2525.

YOUTH BENEFIT WITH 
FRIDAY NIGHT BASKETBALL

Middle school and high school youth 
can attend free basketball practice, 
skill building and game play on Friday 
nights at H.B. Lee Middle School, 1121 
N.E. 172nd Ave.

“There are lots of ways that youth 
can spend their Friday nights,” said 
Mayor Shane Bemis. “We started 
this program to provide a safe and 
constructive activity for Gresham’s 
youth to engage in with their friends, 
and the response has been fantastic. 
We are proud to see kids learning 
to work together as a team and 
benefiting from the positive influence 
of their coaches.”

The program is for boys and girls 
in grades 6-12. Adult supervision and 
mentorship is provided by the Portland 
Opportunities Industrialization Center 
(POIC).

Grades 6-8 play from 6-8 p.m. and 
grades 9-12 play from 8-10 p.m. Fridays. 
Parents or guardians must sign a youth 
registration and waiver form.

For more information, call 
Coach Michael Mangum at 503-
975-2929. To print a registration 
form, visit GreshamOregon.gov/
FridayNightBasketball.

FREE LEAD KIT
Does your home’s drinking water 

contain unsafe levels of lead? Test your 
water – it’s the only way to confirm if 
lead is present or absent. 

Call the Leadline at 503-988-4000 for 
your free lead test kit. Call the City at 
503-618-2130 for more information or 
visit GreshamOregon.gov/Lead.

GRESHAM
NEWS BRIEFS 4 ways to save on your utility bill

T he City introduces four ways to see 
potential savings on your utility bill 

for water, wastewater, stormwater and Public 
Safety Fee services.

1. CREDIT CARD FEE WAIVED
Credit card fees are now waived for utility 

bill payments made online using Your 
Online Utilities (Y.O.U.).

“Waiving the credit card fee for people to 
pay their utility bills online with no charge is 
one of the biggest customer improvements 
of the past decade,” said Bernard Seeger, 
Finance and Management Services Director.

2. OPEN A Y.O.U. ACCOUNT AND WIN
Enroll today and manage your City utility 

account anywhere, anytime with Y.O.U. 
Open a Y.O.U. account by Dec. 18 for a 
chance to win a $50 credit off your active 
utility bill.
• Look up payment status and history; pay 

online.
• Eliminate paper clutter with eBill 

notifications.
• Choose free AutoPay and skip the check 

and postage.
Sign up for Y.O.U. at GreshamOregon.gov/

YOU.

3. CITY ADOPTS MORE EQUITABLE 
BILLING MODEL

Beginning July 16, a small portion of 
residential utility bills for wastewater will be 
based on the amount of water households 
use from November 2015 through April 
2016. Under the new wastewater charge 
format, many customers will see little change 
in their bill. 

However, homes that use very little water 
may see a decrease in their bill; households 
that use more will pay more. Gresham’s 
wastewater rates continue to rank lowest in 
the region.

The City will measure water use during 
the months of November through April. This 
measurement, which excludes water used 
during the summer months for outdoor and 
recreational purposes that does not go to 
the wastewater system, will determine each 
household’s use portion of the wastewater 
bill for the year, beginning each July.

For those residents who have been a utility 
customer for more than a year, the City can 
review the household water history and 

provide an estimate of what the new bill  
will be. 

The City offers a Utility Customer 
Assistance Program to provide limited 
emergency funds to pay the utility bill for 
customers experiencing financial hardship.
Residents may call 503-618-2373 for 
assistance.

4. FREE WATER CONSERVATION KIT
Customers may help reduce their utility 

bill for water and wastewater by using less 
water.
• Run the dishwasher and washing machine 

with full loads only.
• Repair leaky toilets and faucets; or replace 

older toilets through the City’s Toilet 
Rebate Program.

• Install water-saving showerheads and 
faucet aerators.

The City’s free water conservation kit 
includes a shower timer, faucet aerator, high-
efficiency showerhead and toilet dye tablets. 
To request a kit, call Robin Pederson, Water 
Services Coordinator, at 503-618-2130. 
Pederson can also assist with the Toilet 
Rebate Program.

SCORE 
$ 50

Watch the game. 
Not your mailbox.
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G ood food is happening in 
Rockwood. Can you smell it?

Several days a week, Ed Gibson makes 
pies for the people, and the aroma that 
wafts through his Rockwood kitchen is 
pure pie heaven. Technically, though, it’s 
not his kitchen – it’s a commissary, located 

right in the heart of 
the neighborhood 
and shared by a 
handful of micro-
entrepreneurs 
who are each 
developing small 
food businesses and 
bringing welcome 
new economic 
activity to the area. 

You can find Ed methodically mixing his 
flour with frozen, grated butter – that’s the 
secret to a flaky crust – before rolling out his 
dough with the help of a mechanical dough 
sheeter.

Together with other local food innovators, 
Gibson represents the start of a growing and 
much-needed food system in Rockwood 
that is taking root thanks to support 
from a variety of community partners. 
These include Forge Rockwood and the 
Rockwood Community Development 
Corporation, which have partnered to 
provide incubator food space at the new 
Sunrise Center at 18901 E. Burnside St.; 
and the Rockwood Rising Redevelopment 
Project, the City’s food-workforce-tech-
centered urban renewal strategy that seeks 
to provide healthy, affordable food options, 
a food market hall with grocery goods, 
meats, bakery, produce, restaurants, and a 
farmer’s market plaza. 

“People can be here cooking every day 
of the week,” says Pablo Vidal, the Sunrise 
Center’s facilities and events manager, who 
is always looking for more people to round 
out the current schedule of garlic chip, 
jerky meat, syrup and other food-makers.  
The way Vidal sees it, food is a great way 
to bring people together and lift up the 
neighborhood.

Want to be a part of this exciting 
grassroots food movement?  
Here’s some inspiration and resources.    

Inside City Hall
Mayor   
Shane T. Bemis	 503-618-2584
City Council Office	 503-618-2871
City Council
Karylinn Echols  
Kirk French 
Jerry Hinton,
     Council President
Mario Palmero
Lori Stegmann 
David Widmark 
Abandoned Vehicle  
Reporting 	 503-618-3081

Animal Services  
(Multnomah County)  	503-988-7387

Building Permits   	 503-618-2845
City Clerk 	 503-618-2697
Code Compliance 	 503-618-2463
Drug Tip Line	 503-661-3784
East Metro Mediation 	503-618-3247
Emergency  
Preparedness	 503-618-2567 
Fire Non-Emergency 	503-823-3333
Graffiti Information  
and Reporting 	 503-618-3089

Neighborhood  
Associations 	 503-618-2482

NET (Neighborhood  
Enforcement Team)	 503-618-2638

Neighborhood  
Watch/Ready	 503-618-2567
Parks Reservations	 503-618-2300
Passport  
Information 	 503-618-2619

Planner on Duty 	 503-618-2780
Police  
Non-Emergency  	 503-823-3333

Rental Housing  
Inspection Hotline	 503-618-2248
Road Maintenance  
Hotline	 503-618-2888

Streets, Signs,  
Signals and Potholes 	503-618-2626

Utility Billing 	 503-618-2373

City of Gresham  	 503-661-3000
1333 N.W. Eastman Parkway 
Gresham, Oregon 97030

City Employee Emails    First.Last@
GreshamOregon.gov

GRESHAM is produced quarterly 
by the City of Gresham for its 
residents. 

Questions, comments and 
suggestions should be directed 
to Elizabeth Coffey at 503-618-
2247 or Elizabeth.Coffey@
GreshamOregon.gov.

Issues are available for viewing 
at GreshamOregon.gov/
CityPublications.

The information in this newsletter 
is current as of the publication 
date. Call the City at 503-661-3000 
to verify meeting dates and status 
of events.

© City of Gresham
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The Gresham Redevelopment 
Commission is seeking 
business owners for 
the Rockwood Rising 
Redevelopment Project on 
the Catalyst Site property 
at 18535 S.E. Stark St. For 
more information on the 
Urban Renewal Plan, contact 
Brian Monberg and Emily 
Bower at 503-618-2416 
or RockwoodRising@
GreshamOregon.gov.

RESOURCES

Forge Portland/Rockwood
For information about 
affordable business counsel-
ing, marketing, networking 
support, legal, sales, and  
more, contact Rob Bart  
at 541-399-2599 or  
rob@forgeportland.org.

 

“We encourage everyone 
to have ideas and start 
a new company, so we 
can work together to 
promote Rockwood.” 

Pablo Vidal,  
Sunrise Center facility manager

Rockwood Community 
Development Corporation
For information about low-
cost commercial kitchen 
space at the Sunrise Center 
in Rockwood, contact Pablo 
Vidal at 503-724-7344 or 
pvidal@rockwoodcdc.org. 
For other information about 
the CDC, contact Brad and 
Lynn Ketch at 503-847-9163 
or info@rockwoodcdc.org.

Mt. Hood Community 
College Small Business 
Development Center
For practical and affordable 
business training and small 
business resources, contact 
Kedma Ough at 503- 
491-7658 or  
kedma.ough@mhcc.edu.

Human Solutions
For workforce training, 
business mentorship and 
other support, contact 
503-405-7875 or 
info@humansolutions.org.

Rockwood Farmers Market & 
International Marketplace
A community-focused 
market, vendors sell produce, 
culturally diverse prepared 
foods and artisan crafts. For 
more information, contact 
503-221-1054 ext. 215 or 
rockwoodfarmersmarket@
gmail.com.

Rockwood = Good Food
ROCKWOOD RISING: WE’RE BUILDING A NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD SYSTEM

ED GIBSON, PIE TO THE PEOPLE 
Sweet and savory pies made by hand, 
organic crust 

http://pietothepeople.net/

WHY PIE: “People just really love pie. I 
thought to myself, I can make pies and sell 
them all over town, and that’s how Pie to the 
People was born (about three years ago). I 

decided to teach myself to make crust, which 
I learned mostly online.”

WHY ROCKWOOD: “There’s a pretty good 
uptick of food in Rockwood right now and 
a surge in food entrepreneurs. It’s awesome. 
I’m very thankful to be a part of this place – 
the kitchen was completely set up.” 

BEST PIECE OF ADVICE: “A good bit of luck is 
required, and also faith and not giving up.”

Looking to start a business? Expand or relocate your current business?

For a longer list of resources, visit GreshamOregon.gov/UrbanRenewal. CITY OF GRESHAM
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When there’s a flood, hazardous 
materials spill, or boil water notice, 
the City of Gresham quickly connects 
to residents through PublicAlerts. 
This community notification system 
can send a text, call or email to 
residents and businesses in areas 
impacted by, or threatened with, 
an emergency or significant event. 
Register for PublicAlerts today at: 
PublicAlerts.org

Keep at home a copy of the 
City’s emergency 

preparedness 
book 
“Neighborhood 
Ready,” free 
and filled with 
lots of tips and 
resources. Get a 
copy at the City 
Hall front desk or 
call 503-618-2567.

1.  Let your space heater have its space. 
A minimum of 3 feet between heater and 
combustibles.

2. Portable space heaters should have tip-
over control, a high-limit switch and bear the 
UL certification mark. 

3. Hear the beep when you sleep! Install 
smoke alarms with working batteries. 

4. Do not use indoors: generators, barbecues, 
gas supplied heaters, or any type of appliances 
that produce carbon monoxide.

5. Never burn or leave candles unattended 
in a home or apartment.

6. Chimneys should be cleaned for creosote 
buildup prior to use.

7. Drifted snow should be removed from  
flat roofs.

8. Drifted snow should be removed from 
driveways and walkways to maintain police 
and fire access during an emergency.

9. Don’t warm up your car in the driveway 
or on the street in front of your house or 
apartment. It’s a prime target for thieves and 
that vehicle can be gone within seconds.

10. Close your garage door at night. Milder 
winters mean we can do yard/house projects 

well into December and January. Getting 
distracted and forgetting to close the door is 
like a big open mouth on the house saying, 
“Come inside, and take what you find.”

11. Winter emergency? Know when to call 
911 and when not to. If your life is in danger 
or your house is on fire, call 911.  If you have a 
broken water pipe, do not.

12. Winter storms in the Pacific Northwest 
often cause power outages. It’s important 
to think about alternative sources of power, 
not only for lighting, but cooking, heat, and 
even entertainment. During an emergency 
is not the time to find out the batteries in 

your flashlight are dead, and your cell phone 
battery is over half drained with no alternate 
back-up option.

13. Assume any downed power line is live – 
don’t touch and call 503-464-7777 to report.

14. Keep a supply of food that doesn’t 
requiring cooking.

15. Drain pipes and cover exterior faucets. 
Covering outside pipes can protect them from 
freezing temperatures. 

16. Broken water pipes are the responsibility 
of homeowners.  Do not call 911. Call a 
plumber.

17. Know where the primary shut-off valve 
for your plumbing is and how to turn it off. If 
a pipe freezes, shut off the water at the main 
shut-off valve.

18. For help locating your water shut-off valve 
or turning off your water at the meter, call 
the City’s Operations Center during weekday 
hours at 503-618-2626. 

19. Avoid flooding by raking your storm 
drain free of leaves and debris, as well as your 
gutters.

20. Freeze the grease, save the drain! Holiday 
cooking? Never pour fats, oils or grease down 
sinks, toilets or the garbage disposal.

Winter weather tips 
Winter means water – rain or snow. Stay safe, warm and dry with these local resources:

YES, YOU’LL WANT TO 
CUT ME OUT!

SIGN UP FOR PUBLIC ALERTS

FLOODING
To report a rain hazard or flooding, call the 
City’s Operations Center at 503-618-2626 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. After hours, or on weekends, call 503-
661-3906. The Operations Center, located 
at 2123 S.E. Hogan Road, features a fill-
your-own sandbag station to help residents 
protect against flooding or mud flows.

WINTER ROAD OPERATIONS
Gresham crews anti-ice, de-ice, plow or 
sand streets — or use a combination of 
techniques —  depending on conditions.

The City’s winter response route consists 
of three categories: Priority 1 (hospital 
and emergency routes, arterial streets, 
and bridges); Priority 2  (through and 
collector streets and steep grades); Priority 
3 (residential streets, cul-de-sacs, and dead 
ends). If inclement weather persists, crews 
may be required to stay on the Priority 1 and 
Priority 2 streets until weather improves.  

Use the City’s interactive plow map to see 
if your street is a Priority 1, 2, or residential 
street at GreshamOregon.gov/Apps/ 
Plowmap.html

LOCAL CONDITIONS

l National Weather Service 
Weather.gov

l ODOT Trip Check 		
TripCheck.com

TRANSPORTATION

l TriMet service alerts

	 Trimet.org/alerts

l PDX delayed or canceled flights 
PortofPortland. com/flights.aspx 

SCHOOL CLOSURES

l Sign up for alerts from your district	
FlashAlert.net

SAFETY

l Power outages or downed lines 
PortlandGeneral.com/Outage or  
503-464-7777

l Emergency and service alerts                     	
PublicAlerts.org

l Preparedness information                           	
GreshamOregon.gov/
EmergencyManagement

l If your home’s water pipes 
freeze, call a plumber.

l For broken City mains, call the 
Operations Center at 503-
618-2626 during business 
hours. After hours, or on 
weekends, get help by calling 
Gresham Police Records 
at 503-618-2707 and an 
on-call superintendent will 
dispatch staff as needed.

20 ways to survive the winter  
at home and beyond
From the roof to the street, these 20 winter preparation 
tips can help keep you safe and snug at home. Tips 
courtesy of the Police, Fire, Emergency Management 	
	 and Environmental Services departments.
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This winter welcome the birds –  
and more – to your back door

A fun winter project is also a 
meaningful one that maintains 

nature’s balance in Gresham.
“When I visit people, what strikes them 

the most is learning that our native birds, 
butterflies and bees will utilize 98 percent of 
a native plant, but only about 2 percent of an 
ornamental,” said Suzi Cloutier, Backyard 
Habitat Certification Program Technician. 
“They’ll shelter in it, get food from it and 
raise their young.”

Now is a great time to sign up for the 
Backyard Habitat Certification Program, 
offered to Gresham residents in partnership 
with the Audubon Society of Portland and 
the Columbia Land Trust.
• Receive a visit from an expert landscape 

technician and have your yard certified as 
backyard wildlife habitat.

• Get a detailed plan, including beneficial 
native plants, for your yard.

• Learn how to get rid of invasive weeds, 
manage stormwater effectively, and create 

a healthy yard without chemicals.
• Be awarded garden center coupons and 

access to spring and fall plant sales. 
Gresham’s goal is 100 sign-ups by April 

2016; to date 65 have started the program. 
“We can make a huge difference together,” 

Cloutier said. “One plant, one yard, one 
invested family at a time, and we can create 
a solution to habitat loss in our cities and 
suburbs.

“And now through March is the best time 
to plant,” she added.

The program is offered to private 
residences as well as schools, public 
institutions and businesses – any place with 
a yard. This is a new, more comprehensive 
backyard certification program than 
previously offered.

A one-hour visit is $35, and scholarships 
are available.

For more information, call Suzi Cloutier at 
503-341-1102 or visit GreshamOregon.
gov/BackyardHabitat.

G resham resident Sabine Labes used the City’s My Gresham app to take 
a photo and report an issue when she noticed bushes on the corner of 

Southeast Rene Avenue and Southeast Sixth Street “across from the old DMV 
building” were obstructing the view of 
vehicles coming down Rene from East 
Powell Boulevard. Code Compliance 
performed an inspection. 

“The My Gresham app works; 
the bushes are gone!” Labes said. “I 
noticed Friday evening I can see all 
the way to the light. Thank you so 
very much for taking care of these so 
quickly. You guys are awesome.”

Using My Gresham is an easy way to 
connect with City Hall – Download – 
Click – Submit. #ProblemSolved

Download the tool for free at Google 
Play or the Apple Store. Use it on your 
computer at GreshamOregon.gov/
MyGresham.

#ProblemSolved

BEFORE

AFTER

Access City services online 

Mobile apps

My Gresham 
– Report an issue 

and see results.

GoCart! 
– Get garbage-
day reminders 

and recycling tips.

Small Business 
Center 

– Find vacancies 
and get resources.

Nextdoor 
– Connect with 
your neighbors.

Facebook 
– Keep in touch  
daily with your 

City.

Twitter 
– Get City news  

in 140 characters  
or less. 

YouTube 
– Watch and 

share Gresham 
videos.

Linked In 
– Check City  
job postings.

Social Media

Use digital tools to get City services and information – right on your computer, tablet or smartphone.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
See the tree lit through Jan. 1

Arts Plaza, 401 N.E. Second St., Downtown Gresham

Pinterest 
– Save and share 

pins of your  
favorite local places.

City of Gresham photo
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Photo courtesy of Sabine Labes
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Save our 
recycling 
facilities from 
getting ‘sacked’
A ll that holiday shopping can create an official Grinch: plastic 

shopping sacks. What puts plastic sacks on the “naughty” list 
is they’re often recycled the wrong way – with bad results. 

“Plastic bags cause problems for the recycling infrastructure 
and their removal from equipment puts workers at risk of injury,  
so we’re asking Gresham customers to not recycle plastic sacks 
in their curbside recycling carts,” said Dan Blue, manager of the 
City’s Solid Waste and Recycling Division. 

Area recycling facilities report they are overrun with plastic 
bags. On a recent trip to a recycling facility, City staff noticed the 
workers are so besieged by plastic bags that the sorting equipment 
must be turned off up to four times a day so employees can climb 
15 feet up to cut the plastic out of equipment rollers. 

News to Reuse

Never forget what to put 
in or when to roll out with 
GoCart!, the City’s free garbage 
collection and recycling 
reminder tool. Receive a 
personalized collection day 
reminder by email, smart 
phone, text or Tweet. You also 
receive recycling tips, schedule 
changes, and winter weather 
service alerts from the City of 
Gresham. 

Sign up for GoCart! by Jan. 1, 
2015, and enter to win a year of 
free garbage service. 

GoCart! Garbage and recycling:  
There really is  
an app for that

GoCart! is available online in the Google Play and iTunes stores, 
and can be accessed at GreshamOregon.gov/GoCart!

PRINTED ON 50% PCW PAPER

C

GoCart!

Carrier               12:48 PM

What to put in… when to roll out!

Find your collection day
Search for your address to begin.

Example: 1333 NW Eastman Parkway, Gresham, OR

98%

City of Gresham photos

Workers at recycling facilities in Portland are overwhelmed with the amount of plastic sacks that 
whiz by them at 10-15mph. Many bags make it through and contaminate the rest of the recycling, 
making it difficult to sell it to market.

NEWS TO REUSE is produced 
twice a year by the City of 
Gresham for its residents.  
 
The information in this 
newsletter is current as of the 
publication date. 
 
Issues are available for view-
ing at GreshamOregon.gov.  
 
© City of Gresham

SEE GOCART/Page 2

See what goes where 
including recycling, 
garbage items, electronics 
and household hazardous 
waste. Give it a try.

SEARCH 
FOR AN 

ITEM!

Waste 
Wizard

Online 
recycling 

tool

INTRODUCING  
WASTE WIZARD

News to Reuse

 
GreshamOregon.gov

Facebook.com/ 
CityofGresham

Twitter.com/ 
CityofGresham

YouTube.com/
CityofGreshamOregon

VISIT US

G

l Engage students with fun projects.

l  Help and guidance along the way.

l  Earn rewards and recognition.

l  Save money on energy and waste disposal.

Is your school a  
Certified Green School?

SEE PLASTIC BAGS/Page 3

GreshamOregon.gov/
WasteWizard

Find out how your school can be more green at  
www.OregonGreenSchools.org or by calling  

503-618-2694TIPS FOR TREE RECYCLING
P ost-holiday tree pick-up has 

changed now that hauler trucks 
are fully automated. Mechanical arms 
pick up yard debris containers, and 
employees no longer hand-load trees 
into trucks.

To be sure all your greenery gets off 
the curb, follow these requirements:

• Include only cut trees, wreaths, 
plants and swags that are free of 
tinsel, ornaments, wires, plastic, 
bows or other material.

If you do not put your tree in the yard 
debris container and choose the curb:

• Whole, natural trees less than 
6 feet tall will now be assessed 
an additional fee of $3.27. 

• Each half of an oversize tree 
not in the cart will be subject to 
the additional fee of $3.27.

• If you are unable to cut a 6-foot or 
longer tree in half, please contact your 
hauler to discuss tree recycling options.

For residents who aren’t recycling 
trees and greens at the curb:

• If you would like your tree picked up by 
a nonprofit for a small fee, contact Metro 
at 503-234-3000 to find out who will be 
picking up trees in your neighborhood.

• If a local organization other than your 
hauler is collecting your tree, schedule 
pick-up on a day other than your yard 
debris collection day to avoid confusion.

• People living in large multifamily 
residences should contact their 
property managers to arrange 
for tree collection services.

• Not sure who your hauler is? Type in your 
address at GreshamOregon.gov/GoCart.

• Cut trees and greenery into lengths 
that fit easily in your yard debris roll 
cart – the lid needs to be closed.

• When packing the cart, keep boughs 
36 inches or less in length, so they will 
fall freely into the truck when tipped.

Whole trees longer 
than 6 feet must 
be cut in half. 

Waste-wise holidays

5 ways to make the Nice List

Win a present 
from us!

Go 
Cart!

Enter to win three months of 
free garbage service when you 
sign up by Dec. 30 for GoCart!, 
a free garbage and recycling 
reminder tool that sends 
collection day information 
and recycling tips to your 
smartphone or email. Go to 
GreshamOregon.gov/GoCart.

HOLIDAY COLLECTION SCHEDULE

Sign up for GoCart! to receive holiday 
schedule reminders or winter weather service 
alerts at GreshamOregon.gov/GoCart.

The changes for garbage, recycling and 
yard debris services during the holidays:

Christmas Week: Dec. 20-26

If your regular pick-up day is …
Monday, Dec. 21	 Regular schedule.
Tuesday, Dec. 22	 Regular schedule.
Wednesday, Dec. 23 	 Regular schedule.
Thursday, Dec. 24	 Regular schedule.
Friday, Dec. 25	 No collection.
Rescheduled to 	 Saturday, Dec. 26

New Year’s Week: Dec. 27-Jan. 2

If your regular pick-up day is …
Monday, Dec. 28	 Regular schedule.
Tuesday, Dec. 29	 Regular schedule.
Wednesday, Dec. 30	 Regular schedule.
Thursday, Dec. 31	 Regular schedule. 
Friday, Jan. 1	 No collection.
Rescheduled to 	 Saturday, Jan. 2

D id you know Americans throw away 25 percent 
more waste between Thanksgiving and New Year’s 

Day? Keep the holidays jolly and green with these tips.

Give an experience with tickets for the performing 
arts, museums, massage, restaurants or gift 
certificates to favorite local small businesses.

Gift handmade, one-of-a-kind gifts such as 
those famous family cookies, canned or pickled 
foods, or knitted, sewn or crafted items.

 Try decorating with nature: evergreen branches, 
pine cones, holly and twigs make beautiful pieces 
that can be composted after the season.

Wrap gifts in tins, linens, dishcloths or colorful 
scarves that can be used year-round.

Recycle your old holiday lights, broken 
plastic snowman, Styrofoam from 

packaging and other odd 
things; call Metro at 503-
234-3000 for information 
on where to recycle.

For more holiday tips, visit 
GreshamOregon.gov/Recycling.
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Santa is coming!

GRESHAM 6



WINTER 20157

. Paper with food on it (such as pizza 
boxes) . Plastic or foil-coated paper  

. Paper with “wet strength” (such as frozen 
food boxes, coffee cups, paper plates)  
. Napkins . Paper towels and tissues

Rinse all containers 
. Plastic bottles and tubs (6 ounces or 
larger) . Buckets (5 gallons or smaller)

Rinse all containers, place metal lids
inside cans and crimp closed. 

. Scrap metal smaller than 30 inches in 
all directions and less than 30 pounds  
. Metal cans . Foil . Pie plates . Trays 

. Empty aerosol cans

Rinse all containers
. Bottles and jars (recycle

separately in your yellow curbside bin)

. Plastic bags . Lids . Clamshell (to-go)
containers . Flatware . Cups . Bottles 

that have come in contact with motor oil, 
pesticides or herbicides . Styrofoam

. Metal that has plastic, food, or
other non-metal materials attached  
. Sharp metal such as knives, razors  
. Anything too large to fit in roll cart

. Glass shards . Plates . Glassware
. Cookware . Vases . Lightbulbs  

. Mirrors . Picture frames  
. Window glass . Caps or lids

. Newspapers . Magazines   
. Phone books . Opened junk mail  

. Office paper . Cereal and shoe boxes 
. Shredded paper . Milk, juice, soup 

cartons (rinsed and drained)  
. Flatten cardboard boxes

YES, YOU’LL WANT 
TO CUT ME OUT!

RECYCLE YOUR HOLIDAY 
SPIRIT: MORE TIPS 
FROM METRO
CHRISTMAS TREES: Cut trees 
and greenery into lengths that 
fit easily in your yard debris roll 
cart – the lid needs to be closed.

OLD HOLIDAY LIGHTS: Making

the switch to energy-saving LEDs?
Throughout its winter ZooLights
festival, the Oregon Zoo is collecting 
old incandescent lights for recycling 
or visit Metro for closer options.

OLD ELECTRONICS: Oregon 
E-Cycles, a statewide program that
collects computers, monitors and

televisions for recycling, makes it even 
easier to keep recyclable materials 
out of the landfill. For free recycling
locations call 1-888-5-ECYCLE.

WRAPPING PAPER, CARDS, BOXES:
Make sure that only 100 percent 
paper is recycled in curbside carts. 
Tissue and wrapping paper with 

foil, plastic coating and glitter 
contaminate the recycling and 
should not be put in recycle bins.

SEE MORE AT:
www.oregonmetro.gov/

OR CALL:
Metro Recycling Information
at 503-234-3000.

CITY OF 
GRESHAM

Residents should put oil in transparent jugs 
and place at the curb for pickup by haulers.

Apartment residents need special 
pickup. Call Metro at 503-234-3000.



GET INVOLVED IN GRESHAM

Centennial
Marlene Byrne, President
503-491-9384 or  
lwvoremco@gmail.com 
Second Wednesday of Feb., 
May, Aug., and Nov., 7 p.m.
Portland Adventist School,  
3990 N.W. First St. 

Central City
Inactive. For information:  
503-618-2482

Gresham Butte
Jim Buck, President                                                                                                                                        
503-830-2344 or  
jimbuck22@comcast.net 
Monthly meeting Sept.-May, 

every second Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Gresham City Hall

Gresham Pleasant Valley
Stan Bohnstedt
503-255-9339 or 
dr.bohnstedt@comcast.net  

Historic Southeast
Pete Schmidt, President
503-492-0750 or 
peterschmidtus@yahoo.com 

Hollybrook
Barry Smith, President
503-756-5912 or  
smithvandb@yahoo.com  

Kelly Creek
Charles Teem, President
503-663-5066 or  
teemmate@yahoo.com   
Feb. 24, 7 p.m. 
Gordon Russell Middle School 

Mt. Hood
Inactive. For information:  
503-618-2482

North Central
Maggie Anderson, President
503-665-0553 or  
magipdxtal@aol.com
Every first Thursday of Dec., 
Jan., Feb., 7 p.m.
Gresham City Hall 

Northeast
Inactive. For information:  
503-618-2482

North Gresham
Kathy Schwabe, President
503-901-5617 or  
ngreshamna@gmail.com 

Northwest
Kat Todd, President
503-666-5150 or  

trevkat@hotmail.com
Jan. 25, 7 p.m.
April 25, 7 p.m.
Gresham City Hall

Powell Valley
Jeff Muceus, President
503-515-1274 or  
jeffgoog@gmail.com

Rockwood
Catherine Nicewood, President
503-285-6587 or 
rockwoodpresident@gmail.com

Southwest
Dennis Ogan, President
503-577-5303 or  
dennisogan@outlook.com  
Third Thursday of Jan., April, 
July, 7 p.m.
Gresham City Hall

Wilkes East
Kris Freiermuth, President
503-255-7685 or  
www.wilkeseastna.org
March 28, 7 p.m.
Location TBD
Board meetings monthly, every 
fourth Monday, 6:30 p.m.
Simmon’s Foster Care,  
17104 N.E. Oregon St.

Coalition of Gresham 
Neighborhood Associations
Carol Rulla, President
503-663-1466 or  
jlctr@juno.com
Monthly, every second Tuesday, 
7 p.m.
Gresham City Hall

Neighborhood 
Association 
Information

City Calendar
Volunteer causes
Name: John Bildsoe
Years in Gresham: 10 
Neighborhood: Northwest 
Volunteer causes: A bunch, including 
serving as charter member of the Friends 
of Grant Butte Wetlands, which now 
includes the former Gantenbein Dairy 
property.
What I do and why I love it: I’m really 
lucky. I’ve got a supportive family so I can 
volunteer. I’ve been a lifelong champion of 
urban green spaces and the need for safe, 
stress-free spaces. Grant Butte Wetlands is 
a space we can all enjoy if it stays natural 
and isn’t overused. We’re hearing ideas 
that make a lot of sense. It’s owned by the City of Gresham, 
Metro and other entities so there’s good synergy.
John’s volunteer causes also include: Coalition of 
Gresham Neighborhood Associations, vice president; 
Northwest Neighborhood Association, vice president; 
Rockwood Neighborhood Association, land-use chair; 

Gresham Redevelopment Commission Advisory 
Committee; and the Powell-Division Transit Project 
Steering Committee.
For more information about the City’s volunteer 
program, contact Aaron Abrams, Manager, Office of 
Neighborhoods and Community Engagement (ONCE), 
503-618-2482 or visit GreshamOregon.gov/Volunteer.
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Be part of the solution, 
become a mediator
You can learn how to be a 
neutral third party and help 
resolve conflicts in workplaces, 
families and neighborhoods. 
East Metro Mediation’s basic 
training course starts in 
February. Applications due  
Jan. 15, 2016.

Applications are available 
at GreshamOregon.gov/
Mediation or call 503-618-
3247. Applicants will be chosen 
based on interest, ability and 
willingness to learn - no prior 
experience is needed.

Curious what’s happening now and what’s coming up? Get regular updates with the City’s monthly e-newsletter, sent to your email. Sign up for Neighborhood 
Connections and stay connected with City Hall events, activities, programs and projects. Call 503-618-2420 or visit GreshamOregon.gov/Neighborhood Connections.

LET’S KEEP 
IN TOUCH

Center, 7 p.m., 503-869-6183

April
  5 & 14 Breathtaking 

Hubble Images, Mt. Hood 
Community College 
Planetarium, 6 and 7:15 p.m., 
503-491-7297

12 Artists’ Reception – Juried 
Art Show, Visual Arts 
Gallery, Gresham City Hall, 
5:30-7 p.m., 503-618-2171

14 Belles, Sandy Actors Readers 
Series, Gresham Chapel & 
Event Center, 7 p.m.,  
503-421-7013

22 Artists’ Reception – Juried 
Show, Visual Arts Gallery, 
Gresham City Hall,  
5:30-7 p.m., 503-618-2171

23 Earth Day Recycling Event, 
City Hall, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.,  
503-618-2518

City Council Business meetings are the 
first Tuesday at 6 p.m. and third Tuesday at 
3 p.m. City Council agendas are available 
at GreshamOregon.gov/Agendas the 
Wednesday afternoon prior to the meeting.

Planning Commission meetings are the 
second and fourth Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
Agendas are available a week in advance 
of the meeting at GreshamOregon.gov/
PlanningCommission. Location varies; 
call 503-618-2401 for information.

Gresham Redevelopment Commission 
meetings are the third Tuesday 
immediately following adjournment of 
the 3 p.m. City Council Business Meeting 
in the Council Chambers. Commission 
agendas are generally available at 
GreshamOregon.gov/UrbanRenewal the 
Thursday afternoon prior to the meeting.

December
 8  Artists’ Reception – Oregon 

Through My Eyes, Visual Arts 
Gallery, Gresham City Hall, 
5:30-7 p.m., 503-618-2171

12 Christmas at the Museum/
Photos with Santa, Gresham 
Historical Society, 10 a.m.- 
2 p.m., 503-661-0347

13 Christmas Celebrations, Mt. 
Hood Pops Orchestra, Mt. 
Hood Community College, 
3:30 p.m., 503-669-1937

18 Neverwhere, Sandy Actors 
Readers Series, Gresham 
Chapel & Event Center,  
7 p.m., 503-421-7013

19 Christmas at the Museum/
Photos with Santa, Gresham 
Historical Society, 10 a.m.- 
2 p.m., 503-661-0347

19 Jacob Marley’s Christmas 
Carol, Nutz-n-Boltz Theater, 
Boring-Damascus Grange, 
7:30 p.m., 503-593-1295  

25 Christmas, City Hall closed

January
 1  New Year’s Day, City Hall 

closed
 5 & 14 2016 Sky Preview, Mt. 

Hood Community College 
Planetarium, 6 and 7:15 p.m., 
503-491-7297

15 Registration deadline for 
East Metro Mediation’s Basic 
Mediation Training,  
503-618-3247

18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
City Hall closed

18 MLK Day Restoration Event, 
Butler Creek Park, 9 a.m.- 
12 p.m., 503-652-7477

February
 2 & 11 Some of the Most 

Amazing Things in the 
Universe!, Mt. Hood 
Community College 
Planetarium, 6 and 7:15 p.m., 
503-491-7297

 9 Artists’ Reception – H20 show, 
Visual Arts Gallery, Gresham 
City Hall, 5:30-7 p.m.,  
503-618-2171

15 President’s Day, City Hall 
closed

March
 1 & 10 Wonders of the Spring 

Sky, Mt. Hood Community 
College Planetarium,  
6 and 7:15 p.m.,  
503-491-7297

 4  The Mouse Trap, Nutz-n-
Boltz Theater, 7:30 p.m., 
Boring-Damascus Grange, 
through 3/20, for schedule, 
503-593-1295  

 6  Big Time Pops, Mt. Hood 
Pops Orchestra, Mt. Hood 
Community College,  
3:30 p.m., 503-669-1937

20 Columbia Symphony 
Orchestra, Fire & Blood,  
3 p.m., Mt. Hood Community 
College, 503-234-4077

21 Thurber Carnival, Sandy 
Actors Readers Series, 
Gresham Chapel & Event 

Listen. Understand. Resolve.

Strengthening 
communities 

through free, 
confidential and voluntary conflict

resolution 
services

SOLVING PROBLEMS BETWEEN PEOPLE

EAST METRO MEDIATION

EAST METRO MEDIATION CAN HELP SOLVE:
l Neighborhood problemsl Interpersonal conflictsl Landlord-tenant problemsl Customer-business disputesl Home owner associationsl Parent/teen problemsl Elder family member issues

East Metro Mediation teaches workshops on Creative 
Communication, Conflict Skills and Mediation. Call us 
to schedule a workshop or for pricing a custom conflict 
resolution training event for your group or organization.EAST METRO MEDIATION1333 N.W. Eastman ParkwayGresham, Oregon 97030503-618-FAIR (618-3247)Mediate@GreshamOregon.gov

QUESTIONS PEOPLE HAVE...“But my neighbors are impossible. Can mediation  
do any good for us?”

Many people come to East Metro Mediation 
as a last resort, feeling frustrated by the 
situation. Fortunately an outside mediator 
brings a new perspective, and new possibilities are opened up. Most people feel 

successful and relieved after mediation, even 
with the most challenging conflicts. Eighty-
eight percent of those who met in mediation 
resolved at least some of their issues.“This is a sensitive business matter that I don’t want 

others to know about. How confidential is this?”
Confidentiality is protected by state law. The 
mediators and staff keep all conversations 
confidential. And the parties to the media-
tion are expeced to keep the meeting  
confidential as well.

“What if my neighbor doesn’t keep the agreement?”
Before the agreement is written we try to 
make sure it can realistically be kept. But  
if it breaks down at any time, you can  
always call East Metro Mediation and  
we can help look at options.

Serving Fairview, Gresham, Troutdale, Wood Village, and East Multnomah County since 1992

Discover  A Different Conversation
GreshamOregon.gov/Mediation

EAST METRO MEDIATION

Discover  A Different Conversation

503-618-FAIR (618-3247)Mediate@GreshamOregon.govGreshamOregon.gov/Mediation

.........

.........

......
“This was so much quicker and less costly than going before the court.”

— Landlord who settled a  dispute with a tenant

“This was cool that I can be friends with Jamie again.” — Student on resolving the issue that had 
caused her classmates to choose sides 

“I feel so much relief now that we’ve worked it out.”
— Person reaching agreement  after a long dispute

“You helped me resolve this boundary line encroachment that has been going on for years.” 
— Neighbor who settled a property line dispute

“I appreciate the information and the support that let me face the problem and work it out with my neighbor.”— Parent of children involved in neighborhood dispute

“They were nice and understanding and I’m very happy with the outcome.”
— Mother whose daughterresolved a school-relatedissue with another teen  and parent.

503-618-FAIR (618-3247)Mediate@GreshamOregon.gov

CITY OF GRESHAMGreshamOregon.gov/Mediation

EAST METRO MEDIATION
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Find your neighborhood at GreshamOregon.gov/Neighborhoods


