
GRESHAMGRESHAM
A NEWSLETTER FOR RESIDENTSWINTER  2017

LOOKING FORWARD, REFLECTING BACK

PRESORT
STANDARD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Gresham, OR
Permit #168

****ECRWSS****
POSTAL CUSTOMER

Winter weather resources, Page 3

Happy Holidays!
See the tree lit through Jan. 2
Arts Plaza, 401 NE Second St., Historic Downtown Gresham

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

1. Coming in 2017! Gresham  
breaks ground on Hogan Butte 
Nature Park.

2. Planned for 2017! Rockwood 
Rising redevelopment transforms  
the old Fred Meyer site.

3. Quick Response Vehicle saves  
time and lives.

4. Youth mentoring flourishes with 
Open School East, Friends of the 
Children, Boys & Girls Clubs and 
Family of Friends. Plus, Gresham/
Barlow voters approve bond to 
improve school buildings.

5. CityFest introduces ”How the City 
works for YOU … How YOU can 
work for the City.”

6. GreshamOregon.gov goes mobile 
for phones and tablets with a new 
look and feel.
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With a new year and a fresh start upon us, our mission remains true:  
The City of Gresham will unwaveringly work to protect, innovate, inspire  
and encourage greatness in the community we love, always Going Beyond.
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ELECTION RESULTS

NEWS BRIEFS

Welcome back, Councilors

Task Force on Homelessness  
recommends advocacy and research

The Gresham Task Force on Homelessness 
formed in June and met over the course of 
four months to provide recommendations to 
the community on how to best address this 
complex issue.

Fifteen members from all areas of the 
community, three Councilors and two 
City staff met with members of the faith 
community, schools, businesses, health 
care, neighborhoods, social services and the 
homeless community to research the issue.

The Task Force presented its recommenda-
tions to City Council on Oct. 18. Their report 
centered around three key areas, recommend-
ing either action, further research or advocacy:

· Housing  · Safety off the streets  · Resources

The City Council will evaluate and consider 
the Task Force report as they move forward 
planning for their 2017 priorities.  
The full report can be found at 
GreshamOregon.gov/Homelessness 

Prevent a rodent problem
If rats are living in your neighborhood,  

there are steps you should take even if they 
aren’t in your home.

“If you do have rats, it’s a community 
problem, and the entire neighborhood should 
work together,” said Rita Humphrey, Senior 
Code Compliance Inspector. “Once the rat 
infestation is under control, the goal is to 
prevent them from coming back.”

Don’t give rats a home:
· Make sure all trash is stored in outdoor trash 

containers with tight-fitting lids.
· Eliminate outside pet food, bird seed, pet 

waste, tall weeds and vegetation.
· Elevate stored materials to 12 inches above 

the ground and from exterior walls.
· Seal all exterior openings on structures.
· Check the property for rodent activity 

regularly.
Need help? Start with vector control. 

Contact Multnomah County Vector and 
Nuisance Control, 503-988-3464, or  
www.mchealth.org/vector.

Gresham voters on Nov. 8 re-elected City 
Councilors Jerry Hinton, Position No. 

1; Karylinn Echols, Position 3; and David 
Widmark, Position No. 5.

Councilor Lori Stegmann, Position 6, was 
elected Multnomah County Commissioner 
for District 4.

Mayor Shane Bemis, Council President 
Mario Palmero, Position No. 4, and 
Councilor Kirk French, Position No. 2, 
round out the City Council.

“I am continually impressed by the 
professionalism, depth of experience and 
passion for the community that this Council 
brings to the table,” said Mayor Bemis. “I’m 
deeply grateful for their continued service 
and look forward to working with all our 
Councilors in the year ahead.”

For more information about the City 
Council, including biographies, the Council 
Work Plan, meetings and committees, visit 
GreshamOregon.gov/Meet-the-Council.

Council Position 1 

“I am humbled and 
honored by your 
overwhelming support! 
I take my role on 
City Council very 
seriously. I want your 
family to be successful, 
comfortable and happy 
living in Gresham.”

Council Position 3 

“Thank you to our 
community for your 
support. In addition 
to livability, my focus 
remains on public 
safety, economic 
development and on 
Rockwood Rising.”

Council Position 5

 “Livability in a safe, 
friendly community are 
extremely important to 
me and having a strong 
business community is 
vital. I’m really looking 
forward to working 
together to create 
Gresham’s bright future.”

Multnomah County 
Commissioner, 
District 4

“I promise to work 
hard and fight for 
East County. Thank 
you so very much for 
giving me this amazing 
opportunity to ensure 
your voice is heard.”

The City Council is always looking for 
new, creative ways to help children and 

families thrive and bring more services to 
Gresham.

Family of Friends, a volunteer mentor 
program housed within Trillium Family 
Services, wanted to spread their wings and 
grow into an independent nonprofit—but like 
many nonprofits, struggled to spend as much 
of their budget as possible on the services 
directly impacting the families they serve.

And so began a creative partnership. The 
City provides Family of Friends with office 
space, equipment and program support such 
as IT, communications and budget. In return, 
Family of Friends will focus their services on 
helping children in need in Gresham. 

Through their program, mentors are 
matched with kids from low-income families 
that want extra support. They commit to 
weekly visits for at least one year, and staff 
provide in-depth screening, training and 
coaching every step of the way. Kids build 
positive self-identity and social and emotional 
skills. Families gain valuable advocates for 
their child’s physical and mental health. And, 

mentors gain new perspectives while sharing 
their time and experience.

“When I fall down, Paige picks me up,” says 
Marwa, age 6. 

Since 2003, Family of Friends has matched 
more than 250 children with volunteer 
mentors, many of whom are still in contact 

today. In fact, 87 percent of their matches 
remain in contact after the one-year mark, 
well above national average.  

Family of Friends is accepting new 
mentors and always welcomes donations 
to support their work. Learn more at www.
family-of-friends.org or call 503-618-2397.

The start of a beautiful friendship
FAMILY OF FRIENDS

Corey Falls, the Jackson County Sheriff 
and former Deputy Police Chief in 

Ashland, has been asked to join the City as 
Director of Police Services and 21st Century 
Policing. 

“The retirement of Chief Craig Junginger 
presented an opportunity to take a global 
look at our needs,” said City Manager Erik 
Kvarsten. “This structure will ensure we 
maintain excellent day-to-day services while 
also fulfilling our obligation to consider the 
shifting terrain in law enforcement, continue 
to instill deep community relationships, and 
forge national best practices,” Kvarsten said.

In his role, Falls will focus on implementing 
21st Century policing initiatives in the 
department, including data-driven 
approaches to improving police services. He 
will build upon, and expand, community 
outreach and listening opportunities focused 

on police services, crime prevention, 
intervention and livability.

Falls has 18 years of law enforcement 
experience and accomplished academic 
vitae, currently wrapping up his doctorate in 
Business Administration. 

Former Gresham Deputy Chief Robin Sells 
has been appointed Police Chief and will 
focus on operational issues and maintaining 
the department’s excellent performance. Sells 
has more than 30 years of law enforcement 
experience in Oregon and California, having 
served in nearly every position within law 
enforcement.

City hires new Director of Police Services and Police Chief
City of Gresham photos

Jerry Hinton Lori StegmannDavid WidmarkKarylinn Echols

COREY FALLS CHIEF ROBIN SELLS
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Quick Response 
Vehicle saves 
time and lives
Many calls to the fire department are for 

medical emergencies, rather than fires. 
For the past year, a smaller Quick Response 
Vehicle (QRV) has roamed throughout the city, 
responding to these types of calls.

For this pilot program, the QRV is staffed 
with two firefighter-paramedics — similar 
to superheroes without the capes — but fully 
equipped with medical kits, chest compression 
and defibrillator machines.

“The QRV allows us to send the right 
resource to the right calls during peak activity 
hours,” said Fire Chief Greg Matthews.

 

· Choose wrapping paper free of 
plastic or metal; if you get a gift 
with it, throw away instead of 
using the recycle bin.  
Recycle the holidays right 
with the curbside guide at 
GreshamOregon.gov/Recycling.

· Give an experience with tickets, 
zoo passes, or gift cards to your 
favorite local business.

· Reduce holiday food waste by 
shopping with meals in mind. 
Get tips and take the challenge at 
EatSmartWasteLess.org.

· Recycle your old holiday lights 
and other broken electronic 
items. Call Metro, 503-234-3000, 
for your nearest location. Buying 
news lights? Choose LEDs to save 
energy.

HOLIDAY COLLECTION SCHEDULE
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IN THE YARD DEBRIS CART 
REQUIREMENTS:

· Cut trees and greenery into 
lengths that fit easily in your 
yard debris roll cart – the lid 
needs to be closed.

· When packing the cart, keep 
boughs 36 inches or shorter.

· Include only cut trees, wreaths, 
plants and swags that are free 
of tinsel, ornaments, wires, 
plastic, bows or other material.

AT THE CURB REQUIREMENTS:

· Whole, natural trees less than  
6 feet tall are charged  
an additional $3.27.

· Whole trees longer than 6 feet 
must be cut in half.

· Each half of an oversize tree 
not in the cart will be subject to 
the additional $3.27 fee.

If you’re unable to cut a 6-foot or longer tree in half,  
contact your hauler to discuss tree recycling options.

For residents who aren’t recycling trees and greens  
at the curb:

· To have your tree picked up by a nonprofit for a small fee,  
contact Metro at 503-234-3000 to find out who will  
be picking up trees in your neighborhood.

· If a local organization, other than your hauler,  
is collecting your tree, schedule pick-up on a  
day other than your yard debris collection day  
to avoid confusion.

· People living in apartments should contact their  
property managers to arrange for tree collection services.

TIPS FOR TREE RECYCLING

Post-holiday tree pick-up has changed now that hauler trucks are fully 
automated. Employees no longer hand-load trees into trucks.

THIS HOLIDAY, SAVE MONEY (AND SAVE THE PLANET)

READ MORE HOLIDAY RECYCLING TIPS AT GRESHAMOREGON.GOV/HR

Know when there are 
delays or cancellations 
on your trash/recycling 

pickup; sign up for 
GoCart! to receive alerts, 
news and reminders at 
GreshamOregon.gov/

GoCart.

Christmas week: 
Monday, Dec. 26  ............. regular schedule

Tuesday, Dec. 27 .............  regular schedule

Wednesday, Dec. 28 ........ regular schedule

Thursday, Dec. 29 ...........  regular schedule

Friday, Dec. 30 .................. regular schedule

New Year’s week: 
Monday, Jan. 2 ................. regular schedule

Tuesday, Jan. 3 ................. regular schedule

Wednesday, Jan. 4 ........... regular schedule

Thursday, Jan. 5 ............... regular schedule

Friday, Jan. 6 .................... regular schedule

· Reduce waste 
by reusing gift 

bags, boxes, and 
wrapping with fabric, 
newspaper and old 

maps.

1. CLEAN YOUR TREE

           3. PACK THE CART

2. 
CU

T T
HE

 BRANCHES

#GRESHAMGOINGBEYOND

GoCart!

Winter weather resources
Report flooding in the public right-of-

way to City Operations (OPS), 503-618-
2626. After hours: 503-661-3906. 

Report broken City water mains  
to OPS, 503-618-2626. After hours:  
503-618-3906.

Repairing frozen/burst water pipes on 
the customer’s side of the meter is the 
customer’s responsibility. Call a plumber 
for repair work. Knowing where to turn off 
the main water valve into your home will 
minimize damage.
· Save 911 calls for life-threatening 
emergencies only.
· Power outages/downed lines: 503-464-
7777 or PortlandGeneral.com/Outages.
· Cell phone emergency and service 
alerts: sign up at www.PublicAlerts.org

Gresham road crews anti-ice, de-ice,  
plow or sand streets depending on 
conditions. The City’s interactive plow 
map of priority routes, and more 
winter weather information, is online at 
GreshamOregon.gov/WW

RIG BENEFITS:
· Operates between 
7:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m., when most 
emergency medical 
service calls are 
received.

 
· Frees the 
fully-staffed, 
fully-equipped 
fire engines to 
respond to serious 
emergency calls.

· Delivers the 
high-quality 
service residents 
expect even more 
efficiently and 
financially.

· Allows Gresham 
Fire to be nimble in 
its response time 
during winter snow 
and ice.

NOT SURE WHO YOUR HAULER IS? 

 Type in your address at 
GreshamOregon.gov/GoCart or call 503-618-2525.

CLOSE 
THE  
LID!

TREE RECYCLING OPTIONS

$3.27
WHOLE, LESS THAN 6 FT. =
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GET INVOLVED IN GRESHAM

December
13 Artists’ Reception – Art 

Committee Member Show, 
Visual Arts Gallery, Gresham 
City Hall, 5:30-7 p.m.,  
503-618-2171

17 & 18 Christmas at the 
Museum/Photos with Santa, 
Gresham Historical Society, 
Sat. 10-2 p.m., Sun. 10-1 p.m., 
503-661-0347

26 Christmas Day (observed), 
City Hall closed

 
January
2 New Year’s Day (observed), City 

Hall closed
10 & 13 2017 Sky Preview, Mt. 

Hood Community College 
Planetarium, 6 and 7:15 pm, 
503-491-7297

14 Restoration staking event w/ 
Johnson Creek Watershed 
Council, Ochioto area, 10 
a.m.-1 p.m., 503-618-2383

16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
City Hall closed

16 MLK Day of Service Cleanup, 
Nadaka Nature Park, 9 a.m.-
noon, 503-618-2383

19 Troutdale to Gresham 
Neighborhood Workshop, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Gordon Russell 
Middle School, 503-813-7560

19 Just Eat It – A Food Waste 
Story film, Mt. Hood 
Community College Visual 
Arts Theater, 6-8 p.m.,  
503-618-2694

27 On Golden  
Pond,  
Sandy Actors Theater, through 
2/19, sandyactorstheater.org,  
503-668-6834

February
7 & 10 Sleeping Beauties 

and White Dwarfs, Mt. 
Hood Community College 
Planetarium, 6 and 7:15 p.m., 
503-491-7297

14 Romancing the Universe: An 
Exploration of Cosmic Beauty, 
Mt. Hood Community College 
Planetarium, 6 p.m.,  
503-491-7297

20 Presidents’ Day,  
City Hall closed

28 Artists’ Reception – The Red 
Show, Visual Arts Gallery, 
Gresham City Hall, 5:30 —  
7 p.m., 503-618-2171

 
March
3 Moon Over Buffalo, Nutz-

n-Boltz Theater, 7:30 p.m., 
Boring-Damascus Grange, 
through 3/20, schedule,  
503-593-1295 

4 Watershed Wide Event, multiple 
Gresham sites, 9 a.m.-noon, 
503-618-2383

12 New Worlds, Mt. Hood 
Pops Orchestra, Mt. Hood 
Community College,  
3:30 p.m., 503-669-1937

19 Columbia Symphony 
Orchestra, Tchaikovsky Violin 
Concerto, 3 p.m., Mt. Hood 
Community College,  
503-234-4077

31 The Shadow Box, Sandy 
Actors Theater, through 4/23, 
sandyactorstheater.org, 503-
668-6834

City Calendar Hat’s off, neighbor 
Name: Linda Parashos

Years in Gresham: 41

Neighborhood: North 
Gresham

Volunteer causes: Citizen 
Volunteers in Policing 
(CVIP), North Gresham 
Neighborhood Association 
land use director, Coalition 
of Gresham Neighborhood 
Associations, Repair Café, 
Multnomah County Medical 
Reserve Corps

What I do and why I love it:
After retiring eight years ago, 
I decided to get involved 
with the City’s volunteer 

opportunities to keep busy. 
It’s a good community 
service to provide. Land use 
is interesting, so I took a 

crusade upon myself to learn 
how it works in Gresham. 
Land use is how to have a 
voice in development within 

the boundaries of your 
neighborhood.

Volunteering brings a sense 
of satisfaction and a way to 
give back to your community. 
I really enjoy, and this comes 
from nursing, talking to and 
meeting people from all over 
the city. It’s nice to get to 
know people.

For more information 
about the City’s volunteer 
program, contact Manager 
Aaron Abrams, Office 
of Neighborhoods and 
Community Engagement, 
503-618-2482 or visit 
GreshamOregon.gov/
Volunteer

Help plan how to close a 6-mile walking and biking 
trail gap between Troutdale and Gresham. In 2012, 
the East Metro Connections Plan identified closing  
this trail gap as a key priority for community 

members. Gresham and 
Troutdale staff, along 
with a large stakeholder 
group across the region, are 
working with Metro to help 

create this plan.

On Jan. 19, we are holding a public workshop to take a deeper 
dive in refining alignment options in the Kelly Creek, Powell 
Valley and Northeast neighborhood areas, which extend from 
Mt. Hood Community College down to 282nd/Orient Drive.

Neighborhood Workshop
Jan. 19, 2017, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Gordon Russell Middle School Library
3625 SE Powell Valley Road
503-813-7560 | http://bit.ly/2eYPHMU

Visit GreshamOregon.gov/Events for a complete list

Centennial
Mary Edmeades, President
503-757-1851 or  
medmeades@albinabank.com
Second Wednesday of February, 
May and November, 7 p.m.
Portland Adventist Elementary
3990 NW First St.

Central City
Kristine Kjarval, Vice President
503-754-1132 or  
kkjarval@rocketmail.com

Gresham Butte
Jim Buck, President                                                                                                                                        
503-830-2344 or  
jimbuck22@comcast.net
Monthly meeting (September 
through May), every third 
Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Gresham City Hall

Gresham Pleasant Valley
Angelene Adler, President
503-481-6359 or  
angeleneadler@hotmail.com

Historic Southeast
Mark Cage, President
503-209-6141 or  
hbna2014pres@yahoo.com 
Feb. 17, 7 p.m.
Dexter McCarty Middle School
1400 SE 5th St.

Hollybrook
Barry Smith, President
503-756-5912 or  
smithvandb@yahoo.com 

Kelly Creek
Charles Teem, President
503-663-5066 or  
teemmate@yahoo.com
Feb. 22, 7 p.m.
Gordon Russell Middle School
3625 SE Powell Valley Road

Mt. Hood
Currently Inactive. For information 
about reactivating the Mt. Hood 
Neighborhood Association,
please call Aaron Abrams at 
503-618-2482or email at Aaron.
Abrams@GreshamOregon.gov

North Central
Maggie Anderson, President
503-201-7810 or  
magipdxtal@aol.com
First Thursday of May and Oct.,  
7 p.m.
Gresham City Hall 

Northeast
For more information:
Aaron Abrams
503-618-2482 or Aaron.Abrams@
GreshamOregon.gov

North Gresham
Gelinda Chernault, President
503-806-6559 or  
chernaultgf@gmail.com
April 3, time/location to be 
determined

Northwest
Kat Todd, President
503-666-5150 or  
trevkat@hotmail.com
Jan. 30, 7 p.m.; April 24, 7 p.m.
Gresham City Hall

Powell Valley
Susan Ainsworth Smith, President
kittylaloo@gmail.com

Rockwood
Catherine Nicewood, President
503-285-6587 or 
rockwoodpresident@gmail.com
March 20, 7 p.m.
Human Solutions Rockwood Bldg.
124 NE 181st Ave.

Southwest
Suzan Wells, President
503-665-8292 or  

swells53@frontier.com  
Jan. 19, 7 p.m.; April 20, 7 p.m.
Gresham City Hall  

Wilkes East

Kris Freiermuth, President
503-255-7685 or  
www.wilkeseastna.org
Second Mondays of March,  
August, and Nov., 7 p.m.
St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church
17405 NE Glisan St.

Coalition of Gresham 
Neighborhood Associations
Carol Rulla, President
503-663-1466 or jlctr@juno.com
Monthly, every second Tuesday  
7 p.m.
Gresham City Hall

Neighborhood 
Association 
Information
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City Council business meetings  
are the 1st Tuesday at 6 p.m. and 3rd 
Tuesday at 3 p.m. City Council agendas 
are available at GreshamOregon.gov/
Agendas the Wednesday afternoon  
before the meeting.

Planning Commission meetings  
are the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 
6:30 p.m.. Agendas are available 
a week in advance of the 
meeting at GreshamOregon.gov/
PlanningCommission. Location 
varies; call 503-618-2401 for location 
information.

Gresham Redevelopment 
Commission meetings are the 3rd 
Tuesday immediately following 
adjournment of the 3 p.m. Gresham City 
Council business meeting in the Council 
Chambers.  Commission agendas are 
generally available at GreshamOregon.
gov/UrbanRenewal the Thursday 
afternoon before the meeting.

 

40-MILE LOOP:
TROUTDALE TO GRESHAM TRAIL MASTER PLAN 
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