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Join us for a festival of 
FUN at City Hall. Police 
motorcycles, a K9 dog, 
helicopter tours, photo opps 
for the kiddos, and free 
popcorn and treats.

Unleash your inner CSI 
sleuth, check out our big 
rigs (dump trucks, fire trucks, 
water rescue rig), and learn 
about the paths you can take 
to meaningful work at the        

City of Gresham.
Not in the market for a 

new career? No problem. You 
bring the kids (or your inner 
child) and we’ll bring the free, 
hands-on, family-friendly fun. GOING BEYOND

GRESHAM
GreshamOregon.gov/CityFest

OCTOBER 1
11 A.M.-2 P.M.

2016
GRESHAM
CITY HALL

How the City works for YOU …  
How YOU can work for the City

CITYFest
Join us for a festival of FUN at City Hall. Police motorcycles, 
a K9 dog, helicopter tours, photo opps for the kiddos, as well 
as free popcorn and goodies.

Unleash your inner CSI sleuth, check out our BIG rigs (dump 
trucks, fire trucks, water rescue rig), and learn about the paths 
you can take to meaningful work at the City of Gresham.

Not in the market for a new career? No problem. You bring 
the kids (or your inner child!), we’ll bring the free, hands-on, 
family friendly fun.

The City’s website has a new look and feel. 
GreshamOregon.gov is now mobile-friendly 

and adapts to smaller screen sizes on cell phones 
and tablets. The redesigned website accommodates 
the growing number of people using cell phones to 
conduct business with the City.

Cell phone user visits to the 
website jumped from  
3 percent in 2010 to 40 
percent in 2016.      

The public’s feedback was 
key in helping create the new 
design and features. 
 
NEW FEATURES
Mobile-friendly website you can use 
on your cell phone or tablet.

Embedded social media posts 
including Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.

Quick drop-down menus to find information.

Better integration with the City’s My Gresham app to report an 
issue online.

Top service tasks such as “Pay a bill,” and “Get a permit,” are easier 
to find and use.

The new website’s design reflects a clean, modern aesthetic. GreshamOregon.gov averages  
1.5 million views a year. The City’s website was last rebuilt in 2008. 

#Gresham #Going Beyond  |  Read more online at GreshamOregon.gov/CityFest or call Ashley Graff, 503-618-2297

CityFest  |  Saturday, Oct. 1  |  11 a.m.-2 p.m.  |  Gresham City Hall
How the City works for YOU …  How YOU can work for the City

HANDY WEB SERVICES
Apply for a permit online.

Schedule an inspection online.

File a police report online.

Report an issue online with My 
Gresham.

Manage Your Online Utilities 
online.

 
Pay your bill online.

Reserve a park shelter or sports 
field online.

Sign up for City publications online.

Volunteer online.

The new site allows 
visitors faster, 
easier access to 

City services and 
information using 

smaller screen 
sizes.
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ROCKWOOD RISINGNews briefs
Redevelopment design takes shape

FOOD STORIES
We want your recipes

 
ROCKWOOD

Get Ready Gresham
Join the City and NW Natural for 

an event that will help you get ready. 
If a natural disaster hits, we want your 
family to be prepared.

Get Ready Gresham  
features a free lunch, 
safety items and 
advice from local 
emergency groups 
from 11 a.m.- 
1 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 17, at City 
Hall. The first 100 families will receive  
a free Red Cross emergency tube.

September is National Preparedness 
Month. For more information and 
tips, visit GreshamOregon.gov/
Emergency-Preparedness or call Kelle 
Landavazo, Emergency Management, 
503-618-2567. 

Homelessness Task 
Force working on 
recommendations

The Homelessness Task Force is 
currently meeting to develop a list of 
recommendations and is expected 
to provide a full report to Council 
this fall. Look to the winter issue of 
GRESHAM for more details.

We’re talking about 
walking (and biking)

The City’s working on a plan to 
improve walking and bicycling in the 
city. Have you noticed uncomfortable 
crossings or missing sidewalks as you 
move through town?
 WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING

 In northwest Gresham, a mother 
worries about her 15-year-old son 
crossing five lanes of traffic to get to 
martial arts school because there are 
few marked, easy ways to get across 
Glisan on foot. 

Residents in southeast Gresham, 
with no easy way to walk or bike across 
U.S. 26, often must drive to reach the 
Springwater Trail. 

Gresham is listening to comments 
like these to create an Active 
Transportation Plan. A plan will 
help the City make decisions about 
how to incrementally improve 
active transportation given limited 
resources. 

Give input and take a walk with 
staff at the Walk, Talk, and Eat in 
Rockwood event on Saturday, Oct. 15. 

Chime in at GreshamOregon.gov/ATP  
or contact Senior Planner Brian Martin,  
503-618-2266.

Design concept by YBA Architects

Design is moving forward 
on the Rockwood 

Rising redevelopment site at 
the former Fred Meyer, 18535 
SE Stark St. The Gresham 
Redevelopment Commission 
is developing three new 
buildings including a public 
market hall with restaurants 
and grocery, vibrant 
pedestrian areas and a new 
public square.

Thank you to all who 
participated in City 
workshops and presentations 
this summer to design the 

project. Stay tuned for future 
opportunities to comment 
this fall.

This summer, the City’s 
project team was busy 

developing the master plan 
concept for the site to guide 
the location and layout of 
the buildings, public market, 
and plaza. This fall’s focus is 

on the architectural design 
of the buildings and the 
landscape plan for the plaza 
and outdoor areas. 

The Gresham Redevelop-
ment Commission plans to 
break ground on the former 
Catalyst site in 2017.
 Visit www.rockwoodrising.
com for more information 
or contact Urban Renewal 
program staff at  
503-618-2416 or 
RockwoodRising@
GreshamOregon.gov

Concept rendering facing 
west with new plaza and 
three buildings, including the 
public market.

Walk, Talk, and Eat 
Saturday, Oct. 15
10 a.m.-Noon WALK and TALK: 
Join the City for a 2.2-mile walk from 
City Hall to the Rockwood Rising site 
on 187th and Stark. Along the walk 
we’ll talk about improving walking 
and bicycling. Families, strollers and 
mobile chairs welcome. 

Noon-2 p.m. EAT: At the Rockwood 
Rising site, sample cuisines from 
many cultures and see what plans 
the Gresham Redevelopment 
Commission’s been cooking up for a 
new Rockwood town center.

Details at www.rockwoodrising.com 
or call 503-618-2416.

Rockwood’s food scene is on the rise – and you can help 
share the culture and flavor of Rockwood with people 
hungry for real food experiences.

Send us your Food Stories: A recipe, a few sentences 
describing what the dish means to you, and your 
connection to Rockwood. These may be published along 
with your photo.
l Professional cooks and home cooks are welcome. 

Healthy, affordable recipes are encouraged. Sweets are 
OK, in moderation!

l Recipe submitters should live or work in  
Rockwood, or have strong ties to the neighborhood.

l One recipe submittal per person.
l Recipes should be original, personal adaptations of 

common recipes, or recipes handed down by family etc.

Send recipes and your contact information to 
RockwoodFoodStories@GreshamOregon.gov.  
For more information, call the City, 503-618-2150.
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Interns blaze a pathway through City Hall Inside City Hall
Mayor   
Shane T. Bemis 503-618-2584
City Council Office 503-618-2871
City Council
Karylinn Echols  
Kirk French 
Jerry Hinton
Mario Palmero, Council President
Lori Stegmann 
David Widmark 
 
Abandoned Vehicle  
Reporting  503-618-3081

Animal Services  
(Multnomah County)   503-988-7387

Building Permits    503-618-2845
City Clerk  503-618-2697
Code Compliance  503-618-2463
Drug Tip Line 503-661-3784
East Metro Mediation  503-618-3247
Emergency  
Preparedness 503-618-2567 
Fire Non-Emergency  503-823-3333

Graffiti Information  
and Reporting  503-618-3089

Neighborhood  
Associations  503-618-2482

NET (Neighborhood  
Enforcement Team) 503-618-2638

Neighborhood  
Watch/Ready 503-618-2567

Parks Reservations 503-618-2300
Passport  
Information  503-618-2619

Planner on Duty  503-618-2780
Police  
Non-Emergency   503-823-3333

Rental Housing  
Inspection Hotline 503-618-2248

Road Maintenance  
Hotline 503-618-2888

Streets, Signs,  
Signals and Potholes  503-618-2626

Utility Billing  503-618-2373
City of Gresham   503-661-3000
1333 NW Eastman Parkway 
Gresham, Oregon 97030
City Employee Emails    First.Last@
GreshamOregon.gov
Report an issue GreshamOregon.
gov/MyGresham

GRESHAM is produced quarterly by the  
City of Gresham for its residents. 

Questions, comments and suggestions 
should be directed to Elizabeth Coffey 
at 503-618-2247, or Elizabeth.Coffey@
GreshamOregon.gov.

Issues are available for viewing at 
GreshamOregon.gov/CityPublications.

The information in this newsletter is current 
as of the publication date. Call the City at 
503-661-3000 to verify meeting dates and 
status of events.

© City of Gresham

By Nhu Nguyen
 

Twelve interns were placed at the 
City for the summer as part of the 

SummerWorks program that allows 
youth to get involved with their local 

government.
Like many high 

school students, 
Michelle Jaramillo 
wanted to help improve 
her city, but was unsure 
how. She knew she 
wanted, “Something 

to do with the outdoors,” but wasn’t sure 
exactly what that meant. This summer 
she has helped Gresham “mark the storm 
drains,” raising awareness throughout  
the city.

“I used to dump my leftover soda in 
the drains, but I don’t do that anymore 
because I know that it hurts the fish.” She 

also witnessed firsthand how 
differently local government 
functions as opposed to 
national government. “I can’t 
believe I actually made a 
difference. I helped the city. 
I never thought that I would be able to at 
such a young age,” she said.

The internship program is one of the 
many ways the City is working to create 
pathways to work that matters.

By teaming up with SummerWorks, the 
City attempts to aid youth into thinking 
about a brighter future for themselves. 

Multnomah County provided the funding 
for Gresham’s SummerWorks interns. 
Apply online through WorkSystems at 
www.worksystems.org/summerworks or 
call 503-478-7300.

Nhu Nguyen, a 2016 Parkrose High School 
graduate, interned with the Communications 
Division. Good luck in college, Nhu!

Photo by Nhu Nguyen

“I used to dump my leftover 
soda in the drains, but  

I don’t do that anymore 
because I know that it  

hurts the fish.” 
Michelle Jaramillo

 REPAIR CAFÉ

On Oct. 8, volunteers will fix your 
“stuff,” from small appliances and 

bikes to mending clothes.
“I like volunteering at Repair Cafés 

because I’m good at fixing things, it’s 
easy for me, and it’s fun and I get to help 
people!” said volunteer Ron Zitzewitz, 
who fixes small appliances. 

Joe Lagerstrom, who volunteers his 
talents fixing bikes, said: “Repair  
Café s are an opportunity for the 
community members to work together, 
help each other and meet each other, at 
the same time strengthening our whole 
community.”

Gresham Repair Café provides 
residents free repair services to items 
that might otherwise be thrown away. 
Sponsored by the City and the Coalition 
of Gresham Neighborhood Associations. 
To volunteer, call Recycling and Solid 
Waste, 503-618-2694. Information at 
GreshamOregon.gov/RepairCafe

Don’t junk it - get it fixed for free

City of Gresham photo

“It feels good to put my sewing 
machine to work mending a 
torn shirt, hemming pants and 
repairing a seam. Such tasks are 
easy with a sewing machine but 
time consuming without, and I’m 
glad to help. It’s also nice to meet 
new people, too.”  
– Sharon Rindt, Repair Café volunteer                                      

The next Repair Café is Saturday, Oct. 8, 
from 1-3:30 p.m. at the Gresham Library, 
385 NW Miller Ave.

Safe prescription  
meds disposal
Help keep drugs out of the toilet, trash and 
water supply. Residents can anonymously 
dispose of unused, expired or unwanted 
prescription drugs in the drop-off box at 
Gresham Police headquarters at City Hall 
between 7 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. A second 24-hour drop-off location  
is at Walgreens, 1950 NE Burnside Road.

Leave medications in original containers  
if possible. 

Accepted prescription drugs: expired 
prescription medication; drugs that are no 
longer used; pet medications; medicine from 
deceased family members.

For more information, visit 
GreshamOregon.gov/DrugDisposal or call 
Paul Kramer, Environmental Services,  
503-618-2648. 

For other types of medical waste disposal, 
call Metro’s Hazardous Waste program,  
503-234-3000.
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GET INVOLVED IN GRESHAM

September
17 Get Ready Gresham, 

Gresham City Hall, 11 a.m.- 
1 p.m., 503-618-2567

24 34th Annual Teddy Bear 
Parade, Downtown Gresham, 
10 a.m.-noon, SiGresham.org

24 Last day of the season for the 
Gresham Saturday Market, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Mt. Hood 
Community College,  
503-912-4122

25 Columbia Symphony 
Orchestra, A Night at the 
Movies: The Music of John 
Williams, 3 p.m., Mt. Hood 
College Theater,  
503-234-4077

October
1 CityFest, Gresham City Hall,  

11 a.m.-2 p.m., 503-618-2297
4 & 14 Wonders of the Fall 

Sky, Mt. Hood Community 
College Planetarium, 6 and 
7:15 p.m., 503-491-7297

7 Little Shop of Horrors,  
Nutz-n-Boltz Theater, 7:30 
p.m., Boring-Damascus 
Grange, through 10/23, 
schedule: 503-593-1295 

8 Gresham Repair Café, 
Gresham Library, 1-3:30 p.m., 
503-618-2694

11 Artists’ Reception – Through 
the Door, Visual Arts Gallery, 
Gresham City Hall,  
5:30-7 p.m., 503-618-2171

14 Metro Free Parks Day, 
OregonMetro.gov or  
503-972-8543

15 Walk, Talk and Eat, 
Plaza del Sol, 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
503-618-2416

16 Last day of the season 
for the Rockwood Farmers 

Market, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., next 
to Plaza del Sol, 503-221-1054 
ext. 215

18 Conflict Resolutions Skills 
Training, Gresham City Hall, 
6-7:30 p.m., 503-618-3247

9 See How They Run,  
Nutz-n-Boltz Theater, 7:30 
p.m., Boring-Damascus 
Grange, through 10/25, 
schedule: 503-593-1295

22 & 23 Salmon Homecoming, 
Oxbow Park, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., 
OregonMetro.gov or  
503-972-8543

29 Last day of the season for 
the Gresham Farmers’ 
Market, 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m., 
NW Miller and Third Street, 
GreshamFarmersMarket.com

31 Safe Trick or Treat, 
Downtown merchants, Main 
Avenue closed from 4-6 p.m., 
503-665-5990

November
1 & 4 Oregon’s 2017 Solar 

Eclipse, Mt. Hood 
Community College 
Planetarium, 6 and 7:15 p.m., 
503-491-7297

8 Election Day
11 Veterans Day, City Hall closed
11 & 25 Metro Free Parks Days, 

OregonMetro.gov or  
503-972-8543

11 The Odd Couple, Sandy 
Actors Theater, through 12/4, 
sandyactorstheater.org,  
503-668-6834

20 Columbia Symphony 
Orchestra, American 
Classics: Trail of Tears, 3 p.m., 
Mt. Hood College Theater, 

503-234-4077
20 Thanksgiving Walk, Oxbow 

Park, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
registration: OregonMetro.gov 
or 503-972-8543

24 Thanksgiving Day, City Hall 
closed

26 Spirit of Christmas Tree 
Lighting, Gresham Arts 
Plaza, 5-6:30 p.m.,  
503-750-3785

December
6 & 9 The 13 Zodiac 

Constellations and their 
Hidden Treasures, Mt. 
Hood Community College 
Planetarium, 6 and 7:15 p.m., 
503-491-7297

12 The Four Poster, Nutz-n-Boltz 

Theater, 7:30 p.m., Boring-
Damascus Grange, through 
12/18, for schedule:  
503-593-1295 

13 Artists’ Reception – Art 
Committee Members Show, 
Visual Arts Gallery, Gresham 
City Hall, 5:30-7 p.m.,  
503-618-2171

26 Christmas (observed), City 
Hall closed

City Council Business Meetings are the 
1st Tuesday at 6 p.m. and 3rd Tuesday at 
3 p.m. City Council agendas are available 
at GreshamOregon.gov/Agendas the 
Wednesday afternoon prior to the meeting.
Planning Commission meetings  
are the 2nd and 4th Mondays at  
6:30 p.m., agendas are available a week  
in advance of the meeting at 

GreshamOregon.gov/PlanningCommission. 
Location varies; call 503-618-2401 for 
location information. 
Gresham Redevelopment Commission 
meetings are the 3rd Tuesday immediately 
following adjournment of the 3:00 p.m.  

Gresham City Council Business Meeting
in the Council Chambers.  Commission 
agendas are generally available at 
GreshamOregon.gov/UrbanRenewal the 
Thursday afternoon prior to the meeting.

City Calendar Hat’s off, neighbor 
Name: Bob Lundbom
Years in Gresham: 60
Neighborhood:  
Wilkes East
Volunteer cause:

Posting the latest news 
to the neighborhood’s 
website, which he 
created, and writing the 
neighborhood newsletter 
as the Communications 
and Webmaster 
Chairman for the Wilkes 
East Neighborhood 
Association.

What I do and  
why I love it:

“I want to reach out to 

our neighborhood, and 
Wilkes East really wants 
to see our neighbors be 
engaged in city govern-

ment by knowing: ‘Here’s 
the things Gresham’s 
doing for you, and here’s 
the things the public can 

participate in,’” says the  
lifetime Gresham resident 
and software engineer. 
“It’s your city. There 
are always people who 
would step back and say, 
‘Someone else should do 
that’ … but then nothing 
would ever get done!”
Read neighborhood news 
at Wilkeseastna.org.

For more information 
about the City’s volunteer 
program, contact Manager 
Aaron Abrams, Office 
of Neighborhoods 
and Community 
Engagement (ONCE), 
503-618-2482 or visit 

Spirit of Christmas 
celebrating 25 years!
Santa visits the Arts Plaza 
on Saturday, Nov. 26, for 
the 25th annual Spirit of 
Christmas tree-lighting event, 
free, from 5-6:30 p.m. Kick 
off the fun at 4:45 p.m. with 
Santa’s Parade, plus treats 
and fun activities beforehand 
in historic Downtown. 

Visit GreshamOregon.gov/Events for a complete list

Centennial
Marlene Byrne, President
971-279-3357 or  
lwvoremco38@gmail.com
Second Wednesday of February, 
May and November, 7 p.m.
Election meeting: Oct. 25, 6 p.m.
Rosemary Anderson High School 
2208 SE 182nd Ave.
Central City
Reactivation election:  
Oct. 27, 6 p.m.
Gresham Library
385 NW Miller Ave.
Contact Aaron Abrams
503-618-2482 or Aaron.Abrams@
GreshamOregon.gov

Gresham Butte
Jim Buck, President                                                                                                                                        
503-830-2344 or  
jimbuck22@comcast.net
Monthly meeting (Sept. through 
May), every third Wednesday,  
7 p.m.
Election meeting: Sept. 21, 7 p.m.
Gresham City Hall

Gresham Pleasant Valley
Stan Bohnstedt
503-255-9339 or  
dr.bohnstedt@comcast.net  
Sept. 22, 6:30 p.m.
Election meeting: Nov. 10, 6:30 p.m.
Gresham City Hall

Historic Southeast
Al Fogel, President
503-381-7939 or  
fogel56@yahoo.com
Sept. 21, 7 p.m.
Election meeting: Nov. 16, 7 p.m.
Dexter McCarty Middle School
1400 SE Fifth St.

Hollybrook
Barry Smith, President
503-756-5912 or  
smithvandb@yahoo.com 
Election meeting: Nov. 15, 7 p.m.
Hollydale Elementary School
505 SW Birdsdale Ave.
Kelly Creek
Charles Teem, President
503-663-5066 or  
teemmate@yahoo.com
Election meeting: Oct. 26, 7 p.m.
Gordon Russell Middle School
3625 SE Powell Valley Road
Mt. Hood
Inactive.
For information about reactivating 
the Mt. Hood Neighborhood  
Association, Contact Aaron 
Abrams, 503-618-2482 or Aaron.
Abrams@GreshamOregon.gov

North Central
Maggie Anderson, President
503-201-7810 or  
magipdxtal@aol.com
First Thursday of Oct. and May. 
7 p.m.
Gresham City Hall 

Northeast
Reactivation election:  
Oct. 26, 6:30-p.m.
Mt. Hood Community College/
Town and Gown Room
26000 SE Stark St.
Contact Aaron Abrams
503-618-2482 or Aaron.Abrams@
GreshamOregon.gov
North Gresham
Gelinda Chernault, President
503-806-6559 or 
chernaultgf@gmail.com
Election meeting: Oct. 3, 6 p.m.
Round Table Pizza
750 NE 181st Ave.

Northwest
Kat Todd, President
503-666-5150 or  
trevkat@hotmail.com
Election meeting: Sept. 26, 7 p.m.
Gresham City Hall
Powell Valley
Peter Showler, President
mackemontour@hotmail.com
Election meeting: Nov. 10, 7 p.m.
Greater Gresham Baptist Church
3848 NE Division St.

Rockwood
Catherine Nicewood, President
503-285-6587 or  
rockwoodpresident@gmail.com
Election meeting: Nov. 21, 7 p.m.
Rockwood Building
124 NE 181st Ave.

Southwest
Reactivation election:  
Oct. 20, 7 p.m.
Butler Creek Elementary School
2789 SW Butler Road
Contact Aaron Abrams
503-618-2482 or Aaron.Abrams@
GreshamOregon.gov
Wilkes East
Kris Freiermuth, President
503-255-7685 or  
www.wilkeseastna.org
Election meeting: Nov. 28, 7 p.m.
Albertina Kerr Campus
722 NE 162nd Ave.
Coalition of Gresham  
Neighborhood Associations
Carol Rulla, President
503-663-1466 or jlctr@juno.com
Monthly, every second Tuesday, 
7 p.m.
Gresham City Hall

Neighborhood 
Association 
Information
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GreshamOregon.gov/SpiritofChristmas

GreshamOregon.gov/ 
Volunteer.


