
August 2016 



 The information represented in this document is 
anecdotal; it was not collected with statistically valid 
sampling methods 

 The demographic make up of active participants in 
Gresham neighborhood associations does not mirror the 
demographic make up of the city of Gresham 

 Particularly as it relates to the issues of homelessness, 
neighborhoods with closer proximity to homeless camps 
have a greater volume of comments 

 The focus is primarily on non-sheltered homeless 
◦ Campers on trails 
◦ Car camping 
◦ Unsheltered downtown and in neighborhoods 

 Nextdoor.com does not equal neighborhood associations 
 Nextdoor.com and active neighborhood association 

participants both tend to be property owners 



 Context 
◦ Sources 
◦ Continuum of Perspectives 

 Impacts 
◦ Environmental 
◦ Public Safety 
◦ Losing Access to Parks and Trails 
◦ Costs 

 Reactions 
◦ Concern for Homeless Individuals 
◦ Negative Perceptions 

 Potential Responses 
◦ Specific Responses to 3 Questions* 
◦ Additional Ideas 

* Questionnaire initiated by the SWNA 
February 2016 



◦ Southwest Neighborhood Association initiated 
Nextdoor.com Survey Monkey questionnaire (February 
2016) 

 Statements in quotes in this document are taken verbatim 
from comments in the questionnaire responses 

◦ Gresham Butte Neighborhood Association letter to the 
mayor and city council (February 2016) 

◦ Council listening session (September 2015) 

◦ Coalition of Gresham Neighborhood Associations 
meetings (February 2016 and August 2016) 

◦ Comments posted on Nextdoor.com 

◦ Informal conversations with members of the community  



Delivering food to 
those on the trail 

Don’t feed them, 
it attracts more  

Sheltering homeless 
in a hostel in their 

own home  

Give homeless a 
one way bus 

ticket out of town 

Victims of mental 
health & economic 

issues 

Lazy, looking for 
a handout 

• Perspectives voiced by the neighborhood participants are not 
homogenous 

• Feelings run from one extreme to the other on most any topic 



 Homelessness is an important issue  
◦ 78% Strongly Agree 

 The situation is worse 
◦ 73% Strongly Agree 

 The current policies are working 
◦ 38% Strongly Disagree 

◦ 36% Disagree 

 New approaches are needed 
◦ 68% Strongly Agree 

* Questionnaire initiated by the SWNA 
February 2016 – 167 responses 

Caveat:  These responses are as of February 2016 (6 months 
old) and not reflective of the impact of recent initiatives 



Impacts 



 Destruction of natural habitat 

 Damage to riparian areas 
◦ Stripping bark off 100 year old trees 

 Pollution of Johnson Creek  
◦ Winter floods swept batteries and propane tanks down 

the creek 

 Hazardous waste – including human waste 

 Fire danger in dry natural areas 

 “After participating in Friends of the Trees 
plantings, it is disgraceful the city is allowing 
outlaws to destroy vegetation along and near the 
trail.” 



 Existing Laws Not Enforced 
◦ Drug sales 
◦ Camping 
◦ “Lawbreakers that are allowed to continue their destructive and threating behavior is 

not ok” 
◦ “a crime is a crime no matter who you are or what your financial situation is” 
◦ “Don’t need more laws, need leaders who will enforce existing laws” 

 Illegal drugs 
◦ Syringes 
◦ Property crimes to get money to buy drugs 
◦ “I did a welfare check on an individual, only to be asked if I wanted to purchase meth or 

pot” 

 Personal Threats 
◦ Seeing more aggressive behavior 
◦ Homeless making verbal death treats to residents on their own deck 
◦ Random gunfire 
◦ “I have been harassed and threatened just trying to take a walk in my neighborhood” 

 Trespassing  
◦ Individuals camping in privately owned pasture, then climbing over a fence toward 

house.  Homeowner afraid to go out after dusk. 
◦ Trash left on private property 



 Residents afraid to use the trails and parks 
 Investment, both in tax dollars and volunteer labor, being 

destroyed 
 Trails blocked with trash and broken glass 
 Homeless physically blocking trails and not yielding to 

cyclists 
 Parks and natural areas being colonized 
 Comments 

◦ “ My husband and I used to bike on the Springwater trail regularly.  
There are so many homeless on the trail, asking for money that 
we are afraid to bike there anymore.  We are in our 60’s.” 

◦ “I used to walk the trails almost daily.  I rarely walk them anymore 
and rarely alone.” 

◦ “Homeless have the attitude that we are the trespassers.” 
◦ “Can’t even visit the graveyard without being approached” 
◦ “I refuse to be scared to use public spaces, but the presence of the 

lawless individuals decreases my enjoyment” 



 Decline in property values 
◦ Increased 911 calls 
◦ Crime statistics attributed on property listing sites 
◦ Disproportionate placement of homeless shelters in 

Gresham 
 Gresham accounts for 9% of homeless yet has 15% of shelter 

capacity * 

 Cost for policing 
 Property theft 
 Vandalism 
◦ Reports of fences destroyed 
◦ Outside air conditioner units damaged 

 Livability  
◦ Single family homes used for multiple families 

*2015 Multnomah County Point in 

Time Count 



Reactions 



 All homeless are not the same; there are a wide array of 
causes and situations; a one size fits all solution will not work 

 Long term camping is not safe or healthy, particularly in bad 
weather 

 Camps without facilities for good sanitation and hygiene 
increase the likelihood of disease for the campers 

 Need to have options to camping 
 Support for Mental Health and drug issues is needed 
 We need to seek root causes for homelessness  
 Comments: 

◦ “Need to embrace these people and help get them out of their current 
situation” 

◦ “All jurisdictions need to do more to get as many of the homeless as 
possible back on their feet.” 

◦ “We can’t just keep moving homeless people to other places.” 
◦ “Agree there are some good people out of luck, but how do you 

distinguish these from the truly dangerous people?” 
 

 



 Oregon is a “safe haven” for homeless 
 The homeless are not from Gresham; many from out of 

state 
 Providing services draws more homeless to the area 
 Lazy – not invested 
 Looking for a hand out 
 Comments: 

◦ “Not your ordinary homeless people – they are dangerous” 
◦ “Some of the homeless I have run into are homeless by choice” 
◦ “I do believe in helping out the needy, but do not want to tolerate 

the homeless that are capable to work” 
◦ “Have seen a growing tolerance for the criminal element and less 

will to enforce, arrest and incarcerate those who refuse to obey 
the laws of our community” 

◦ “It is a one way street.  You give.  They take.” 

 
 
 



Potential Responses 



 Comments: 
◦ Only if very well managed and not adversely affecting nearby 

homes 
◦ Require training or job 
◦ Camps in Portland such as R2D2 only blight the area, bring down 

property values and scare away locals and tourists 
◦ Teaching sheltered people to organize and manage their own 

homes, rather than merely giving them a property that they lack 
the skills to maintain properly is hard work 

◦ Only enabling the situation.  Our property values will plummet. 
◦ There will be a strong “NIMBY” reaction 
◦ They need a controlled area so the city stays clean and safe 

* Questionnaire initiated by the SWNA 
February 2016 

35 

13 

28 

17 

6 

Strongly Disagree 

Disagree 

Neutral 

Agree 

Strongly Agree 



 Comments: 
◦ Follow the Human Solutions Model 

◦ Partner with a reputable and preferably non-profit group to manage 

◦ If too many services are provided, it may draw other area homeless 

◦ Don’t make this a Gresham city project, coordinate with existing initiatives 

◦ If the funding is there.  Need to look at the root causes for homelessness 

◦ May be useful for a small group but with is done about the homeless who 
want to remain homeless in order to continue illegal activities? 

* Questionnaire initiated by the SWNA 
February 2016 
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 Comments: 
◦ And provide more low income housing mixed in with other units 
◦ As a landlord, I took all the risk, cost and labor to provide housing.  I do not favor 

eliminating income for landlords 
◦ Rent controls are historically disastrous to property and community.  Allow the free 

market to encourage the development of all kinds. 
◦ Work on legislative rules that do not condone large price increases above and beyond 

typical cost of living increases and provide a penalty for those who violate those 
established rules.  

◦ There mighty be incentives that could be offered to landlords that maintain a certain 
percentage of increases over a defined period of time. 

◦ Rent responds to natural supply and demand.  It is not fair to deprive landlords of 
return on investments. 

◦ We already have some of the lowest rent in the area and that is why we have some of 
the gang and street problems. 

 * Questionnaire initiated by the SWNA 
February 2016 
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 Engagement 
◦ If public money is used to assist people, they should contribute 

something in return 
◦ Seek funding, but incorporate into the plan a way these people 

can responsible and give back 
◦ “Homelessness should be dealt with from the Homeless persons 

perspective.  We have to look at the root causes” 

 Coordination 
◦ Better coordination between social service agencies 
◦ Establish connections between Neighborhood Associations and 

social service providers 
◦ “I think any use of homeless shelters needs to be associated with 

mental health, drug addiction and job finding services” 

 Prevention 
◦ Focus on prevention – avoiding becoming homeless 
◦ “The biggest crisis is the housing situation.  A shelter would be 

helpful but without affordable housing there would just be a 
bottleneck in helping the homeless become housed.” 
 



 Manage the impact 
◦ Place large garbage receptacles in areas where camping 

is tolerated and incentivize its use by providing food or 
clothing 

◦ Provide sharps containers to dispose of syringes 

◦ Limit the number of people staying in one camp or tent 

◦ Camps should not be within 200 feet of each other 

 Repurpose Wapato 
◦ See details provided by Wilkes East resident 

 “Homelessness should not be a goal.  The 
solution to the problem should provide a place to 
get a leg up, not a place that is permanent.” 



 We need solutions, not temporary fixes 

 There are strong compassionate voices as 
well as high levels of frustration  

 

 

 The neighborhoods want be part of the 
solution 

 



   


