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Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD ATTENDEES NEIGHBORHOOD ATTENDEES 

Centennial Marlene Byrne Northeast INACTIVE 

Central City INACTIVE North Gresham Gelinda Chernault, Linda Parashos 

Gresham Butte Jim Buck, Tracy Slack Northwest Elizabeth Livingston 

Historic 
Southeast 

 Gresham Pleasant 
Valley 

 

Hollybrook  Powell Valley Tom Griffith 

Kelly Creek Mel Roemmich, Carol Rulla Rockwood Catherine Nicewood, John Bildsoe 

Mt. Hood INACTIVE Southwest INACTIVE 

North Central  Wilkes-East Greg Hartung 

Guests: Aaron Abrams, Newton Gborway, Robert Spurlock, Shirley Craddick, Jef Kaiser, Victor Salinas 
 

 

Welcome:  Meeting was called to order by Coalition President Carol Rulla at 7:00 PM.  Minutes of 5/10/16 & 

6/14/16 were approved as presented.  Victor Salinas of North Gresham NA introduced himself.  There was no 

public comment. 

 

Gresham’s Homeless Services Specialist:  Newton Gborway, City of Gresham 

Newton started work as the city’s first Homeless Services Specialist on May 10
th

.  He fled Liberia at age 10, 

went to college in Hawaii & Utah and earned a master’s degree in social work/criminal justice.  He previously 

worked as a social worker & on homelessness projects in Salt Lake City and came to Portland to work at 

Cascadia.  Salt Lake City was able to decrease homelessness by 50% but it took the city, businesses, churches 

and community working together.  The biggest problem he sees here is that the different groups aren’t working 

together.  In his new position, he’s building relationships with the homeless, businesses, churches, non-profits 

and the community.  He helps the homeless with things they need in order to move them out of homelessness: 

getting a driver’s license to apply for a job; ordering a birth certificate to get a license; finding resources for food 

or housing; finding places to shower; giving them rides to get a license, apply for a job or housing, get services 

they need, etc.  He’s meeting with different groups like service providers, homeless advocates, Work Source and 

local businesses.  Coalition members asked questions about lessons from Salt Lake City, non-governmental 

agencies & other countries and for ideas for providing & funding housing, shelters & services.  Newton noted 

that all parties came together to take action in Salt Lake City.  A basketball star led an effort to raise money for 

housing.  The LDS church there has many more resources and the advantage of having its own food bank & 

jobs.  Local churches here have fewer resources and mainly provide food & clothing (with most food coming 

from the regional food bank).  Gresham needs a shelter (especially for men) and needs help from the community 

to do that.  We also need services like mental health services out here.  There’s been a lot of talking but not 

enough doing.  A shelter could be provided pretty quickly if there were a push for it, and money could be raised 

if everyone worked toward a common goal.  We need a localized plan and to advocate for community support.  

He suggested a task force, and Coalition members noted that a Gresham Task Force on Homelessness is meeting 

now.  Carol stated that Coalition member Theresa Tschirky is on the task force and will be at the next Coalition 

meeting to discuss input to the task force.  Aaron asked if Coalition members could contact Newton if their NA 

had a problem.  Newton distributed his card and said NAs could contact him directly or through Joe Walsh. 

  

Troutdale to Springwater Trail:  Robert Spurlock, Metro  
Robert is leading the master plan project to complete the 40-mile loop trail connection between the Marine Drive and the 

Springwater Trails.  The master plan will determine where the trail will go, its features (width, surface, etc.), who it’s for, 

cost estimates and a recommendation for which sections to build first.  The project does not include construction.  The plan 

is expected to be completed by the end of fall.  Public involvement includes a 6/29 open house, an online survey, outreach 

at community events (7/16 Gresham Arts Festival, 7/23 Troutdale SummerFest, 8/5 Troutdale’s First Friday, 8/6 Gresham 

Saturday Market at MHCC) and a stakeholder’s group (including KCNA’s Charles Teem, PVNA’s Joe Lagerstrom and 

Gresham City Councilor Jerry Hinton).  A final open house will likely be in September before the recommended master 



plan is voted on by the Gresham & Troutdale City Councils and finally the Metro Council.  Three general routes are under 

consideration:  Option 1 - a western route using existing streets to go from Downtown Troutdale via Kane to NE 23rd to 

Cleveland to Main to connect to the Springwater Trail in Main City Park; Option 2 - a middle route via Troutdale Rd/282
nd

 

to Johnson Creek; Option 3 - an eastern route from Glenn Otto Park through Beaver Creek Canyon (& MHCC) to 302
nd

 to 

Orient Drive to Johnson Creek.  At the open house, support for the natural options of the easterly routes was balanced by 

support for the destinations & directness of Option 1.  There was also support for minimizing private property impacts and 

the safety on public streets.  Coalition members asked about the difference in length, elevation & trail surfaces for the 3 

routes and construction & maintenance costs, responsibilities & funding sources.  Robert noted that the route options 

became progressively longer from west to east and that Option 2 has a choke point on the Troutdale Rd. from Division up 

the steep and curving road to 282
nd

.  Shirley noted that Metro’s role is long-term planning (like leading the master plan 

effort) and the cities usually build & maintain the trails.  Robert noted that Metro did buy easements and is working with 

flood agencies to build the Marine Drive Trail’s missing link in Gresham.  It depends on the trail surface as to which 

funding source can be used.  Paved trails that are transportation facilities can be built with transportation funds, whereas 

soft surface trails need other funding sources.  Paved trails are more expensive but better for the handicapped, wheelchairs 

and strollers.  One option used when the 40-mile loop sections were being built on the west side was to sometimes build 

parallel soft surface trails through natural areas to go with paved direct transportation facilities.  Jef noted that the length of 

time to get the trail built was important and that Option 1 could be built sooner because it would go through existing right-

of-way and would be eligible for more funding as a transportation facility.  Tom noted that Kane was a poor route option 

because of speeding & truck traffic with hazardous materials.   

 

Neighborhood & City News & Reports:   
 

ONCE Updates –  

 Aaron has arranged for the city to be able to accept tax deductible donations for NAs.  The donations must be 

used for a public purpose and NAs will fill out a report similar to the one for matching grants.  Checks 

should be made out to the city with a memo that it is a donation to the NA.  Be sure to call Aaron before the 

check is given to the city so that he can alert finance staff to make sure that the money gets distributed to the 

NA.  Aaron will upload information on the process to the ONCE webpage soon. 

 Aaron is working with the city’s risk manager to get an estimate of the cost for the city to provide Directors 

& Officers (D&O) and general liability insurance for NA Boards.  He will provide more information later. 

 Aaron distributed a draft of the Administrative Procedures with suggest new language highlighted.  Since 

there was limited time on this meeting’s agenda, he asked for volunteers for a group to work with him to 

review the proposed changes and discuss any further changes to bring back to the Coalition at the next 

meeting.  Carol and Marlene volunteered.  Jim said he would serve if another person were needed.  Aaron 

will email the whole Coalition to send out the draft document and ask for other volunteers. 
 

Other topics – 

 Carol noted that there have been complaints on Nextdoor about illegal fireworks, especially late at night and 

well after July 4
th

.  There was also a complaint in The Outlook’s letters to the editor.  Other Coalition 

members reported that this is a problem in their neighborhoods and agreed that it would be good to explore 

what could be done about the problem, especially since it’s not only a safety problem and a nuisance but 

loud & explosive fireworks adversely affect combat veterans and pets.  As a first step, Aaron will contact the 

NET to see what police might be able to do. 

 Tom asked about the rescheduling of the ePlan training .  Carol and Aaron reported that the training hasn’t 

been rescheduled because Planning is still having technical difficulties with the hardware and software. 

 Carol announced that Transportation Planning has been moved from the Department of Environmental 

Services (DES) to Urban Design & Planning (UDP).   Katherine Kelly is the only transportation planner 

right now and they’re hoping to hire more staff soon. 

 

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:48 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes taken by Linda Parashos and Carol Rulla; Minutes prepared by Carol Rulla, Coalition President  

Next meeting: Tuesday, August 9 – Oregon Trail Room 


