Wash Water

Definition:

Term used for water
mixed with soaps or
other chemicals used
for cleaning of vehi-
cles and equipment.
Water used to rinse
chemicals from sur-
faces is also consid-
ered wash water.

For More Information:
Phone: 503-618-2578
Email: Laura.Dose

@GreshamOregon.gov

CITY OF GRESHAM

GreshamOregon.gov

Wash Water Compliance Fact Sheet

Wash Water is a Pollutant

Wash water from vehicle and
equipment cleaning operations
contains a variety of
contaminants which can be
harmful to aquatic life, surface
water bodies and underground
aquifers that may be used as
drinking water sources. These
contaminants include, but are not
limited to, detergents, degreasing
chemicals, oils, suspended solids,
heavy metals and organics that
can cause serious pollution
problems.

The City’s Revised Code prohibits
the disposal of wash water to
private or public storm drain
systems that discharge to the
public storm water system.

These systems are the metal
grates in parking lots and streets
that collect rain water.

The code states:

3.23.010 Discharge of Pollutants.
The commencement, conduct, or
continuance of any non-
stormwater discharge to the
public stormwater system is pro-
hibited and is a violation of this
article, except as described in
the following.

(1) The prohibition shall not
apply to any non-stormwater
discharge permitted or approved
under an Industrial or Municipal
NPDES permit, waiver, or
discharge order issued to the
discharger and administered by
the DEQ, provided that the
discharger is in full compliance
with all requirements of the
permit, waiver, or discharge order
and other applicable laws or
regulations and provided that
written approval has been granted
by the city for any discharge to
the municipal separate storm
wastewater system (MS4).

3.23.025 Waste Disposal
Prohibitions.

Runoff from commercial or
industrial operations or
businesses that wash or detail
vehicles, engines, transmissions,
equipment, interior floors, or
parking lots, shall not discharge
directly to a private or public
stormwater system except as
allowed under GRC 3.23.010(1);
this includes but is not limited to
outdoor commercial, industrial or
business activities that create
airborne particulate matter,
process by-products or wastes,
hazardous materials or fluids
from stored vehicles, where
runoff from these activities
discharges directly or indirectly to
a private or public stormwater
system.
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OPTIONS FOR DISPOSAL OF WASH WATER
INCLUDE:

¢ Wash water disposal to the sanitary sewer.
Disposal requires “pretreatment” to remove
pollutants prior to disposal. Pretreatment can be
done with an underground oil water separator
plumbed to sanitary. Some buildings may have an
existing system; contact the building owner to
confirm. You may be able to connect a
pretreatment device to an existing interior floor
drain.

+ Washing system that recycles and treats wash
water for reuse. These systems may require a
plumbing permit from the City should new fixtures
be required.

¢+ Wash water disposal to the sanitary sewer. Self-
contained wash water collection and filtration unit
with discharge to sanitary sewer via a hose.

¢ Use a commercial car wash

¢ Pretreatment system connected to a parking lot
drain and connected to sanitary. The wash and
drain area must be covered and bermed so that
rain water does not enter the drain. It is prohibited
to discharge rain water to the sanitary sewer.

¢ Connect wash water into an enclosed tank.
Contract services remove for proper disposal.

Product resources include but are not limited to:

http://www.oil-water-separator.hydroflotech.com/

http://www.ultimatewasher.com/wash-water-filtration-
systems.htm#recycle

http://americanequipmentco.com/Water-
Treatment.aspx

or search Wash Water Treatment on the web.

If none of the above options are feasible you may be
able to obtain a wash water discharge permit from OR
DEQ to dispose wash water onto the ground. There is
a fee for this permit and wash water sampling is
required. For more information on the permit go to
http://www.deq.state.or.us/wq/wqpermit/permits.htm

Oil Water Separator Example

Recycling System Example

Vaccuum/Self Contained

Collection System Example


http://www.oil-water-separator.hydroflotech.com/
http://www.ultimatewasher.com/wash-water-filtration-systems.htm#recycle 
http://www.ultimatewasher.com/wash-water-filtration-systems.htm#recycle 
http://americanequipmentco.com/Water-Treatment.aspx
http://americanequipmentco.com/Water-Treatment.aspx

