
North Central Neighborhood Association 

October 1, 2015 
 

Meeting called to order by Maggie Anderson, President 
 
Welcome and introductions around the table.  
In attendance: 7 people  
 

Speakers: Catherine Kelly for City of Gresham & Elizabeth, project manager from Metro. 

Powell-Division Transit Project: Joint effort with Trimet, Metro, and City of Gresham. Phase 
one done, phase 2 begins called project development. Still decisions to be made. Next phase 
will be construction. Finance process in future. City is not currently offering cash towards 
project and will need to seek federal funding. In order for federal government to fun project, it 
would need to come every 15 minutes or faster.  

This is a new type of bus, called bus rapid transit.  Bus will be given special treatment to prevent 
it from needing to stop in traffic. Fewer stops, larger, shelters with real time displays. Similar to 
something between a regular bus and light rail with nicer, faster, nicer features. May be both 
right and left side running, so doors on both sides. Would like done by 2020, which is relatively 
fast for this type of project. Last phase made decisions about type of vehicle, that it would cross 
Tillicum crossing, go down Powell to Gresham to Division. There are 3 routes to cross to 
division. Then it must go down division and cross to MHCC. There are multiple routes in 
question and that is what is being questioned, along with location of stops.  

Map with stops provided:  Options include 223rd avenue, Cleveland Avenue or Hogan drive. 
Option to go down division to kane was vetoed because it does not include enough residential 
impact, as well as the opportunities to reach people on stark. Two surveys were conducted 
online. First survey slightly in favor of Hogan, next was slightly in favor of Cleveland. Major 
stations: 182nd, Gresham transit, MHCC. Since they plan for less stops, they think they may only 
do one stop between Division and Stark on the cross over. Stops will have concrete station with 
shelter, and adequate lighting with emphasis on safety.  

This October they are trying to get public input on routes. There will be an online survey, they 
are attending neighborhood associations, meeting with community groups. Survey: 
www.oregonmetro.gov/powelldivision e-mail: kate.drennan@ch2m.com An independent 
consultant was hired to meet with residents, business owners, etc. to get input on project plan. 
They will do door hangers in residents, 2 days at farmers market, etc.  

Questions:  

Goal of project? Commuting option for work, transit options for college students, more reliable, 
nicer, hopefully faster service for existing users. Some communities hope development of 
improved transit choice will help renovate some neighborhoods.  

http://www.oregonmetro.gov/powelldivision
mailto:kate.drennan@ch2m.com


Hours? Frequent service, all day into evening.  

Ending point? Still no decision on where service ends by college to turn around.  

City of Gresham has a current unrelated right of way project planned to go down Cleveland. 
They plan to develop a turning lane down road, bike lanes and sidewalks. Properties impacted 
have already been contacted. This project will continue regardless of the Trimet development 
plan.  

 

Land Use:  

Don’s Auto Machine Shop: Project completed. 

Farmington Square: Continuing addition. 

7 Eleven: Applied for new project and then cancelled. Fairview Drive & Burnside 

Plaid Pantry: Across from Weston at 22222 se stark street. Working on project. Converting old 
car lot.  

Business park behind Walgreens on 223rd  between ne couch and glisan : ongoing 

Nursing home on 223rd: continuing project. 3 level nursing home 

Industrial land project: 1st phase 600,000 square foot building. Subaru facility. , 2nd phase will be 
an additional 253k square feet. 50 new jobs.  

1750 ne Cleveland: 8 houses in narrow flag lot behind 5 houses, 2 ½ houses wide. Down one 
long driveway. Early Notification meeting on 13th at Mountainview church on Cleveland Ave.  

 

Next meeting: November 5, 2015, 7:00 pm at Gresham City Hall  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.  
 
Minutes of meeting as reported by:  
Tia Hough, Secretary NCNA 

 


