Coalition of Gresham Neighborhood Associations
February 9, 2016 — Oregon Trail Room, Gresham City Hall

Meeting Minutes

NEIGHBORHOOD ATTENDEES NEIGHBORHOOD ATTENDEES
Centennial Marlene Byrne Northeast INACTIVE
Central City INACTIVE North Gresham Kathy Schwabe, Gelinda Chernault
Gresham Butte Jim Buck, Theresa Tschirky | Northwest John Bildsoe

Historic Southeast

Frani Grover

Gresham Pleasant Valley

Hollybrook Powell Valley Tom Griffith

Kelly Creek Charles Teem, Carol Rulla Rockwood Catherine Nicewood

Mt. Hood INACTIVE Southwest Jack Ardner

North Central __ _ Maggie Anderson _ _ _ _ _| Wilkes:East_ _ _ _ _ _ GregHartung _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Guests: Aaron Abrams, Joe Walsh, Pat Williams, Dan Estes, Jim Leake, David Ross, Shannon Singleton, Dan

Moeller, Stephanie Rawson, Bernard Seeger, Kirk French, Karylinn Echols, Julie & Chris Larson,
Barbara Hand, Scott Moulton, Brian Peachey, Lisa & Chris Cossetto, Talia Searle, Stella Butler, John
Macklin, Roslyn Hamilton, Shirley Craddick

Welcome: Meeting was called to order by Coalition President Carol Rulla at 7:04 PM. Quorum was established.
Everyone in the room introduced themselves. Minutes of 1/12/16 were approved with one correction: on p.3 in John’s
NWNA item — replace “the planner” with “planning staff.”

Public Comment: Roslyn Hamilton came to find out about the code for camping in travel trailers and advocated for
consistent enforcement of illegal camping code. Enforce all or none.

lllegal Camping: Invited staff: City of Gresham — Joe Walsh, Pat Williams, Dan Estes, Jim Leake, David Ross;

JOIN — Shannon Singleton; Metro — Dan Moeller, Stephanie Rawson. Carol Rulla — The purpose of the discussion is to
explore options for dealing with problems from illegal camping, especially environmental degradation and illegal behavior,
given the Department of Justice (DoJ) ruling preventing enforcement of camping restrictions if there isn’t a place for
campers to go. Joe Walsh — There’s been confusion about the DoJ ruling. The city can still post and close camps in order
to clean up illegal dumping. The city has used Metro’s RID Patrol in the past, but it doesn’t work with the city’s timeline
to clean up 24 hours after posting. RID only works 3 days per week, serves 20 jurisdictions and can take a week or more
to get to a site. The city hires contractors to clean up faster, but this won’t solve the problem until we get people out of this
situation. The city is part of A Home for Everyone, which is putting significant resources toward the problem. Two JOIN
outreach workers are helping 12 people per month find housing. Dan Estes — NET is posting camps daily and document-
ing crimes like illegal dumping. NET is addressing illegal activity but can’t make people move if they’re just camping
without doing damage. The homeless are a protected class under Oregon House Bill 2002, effective 1/1/16. Q — What is
the definition of cleaning camps? A — Removing debris and junk. Many camps being cleaned are already abandoned.
NET does not do sweeps looking for camps. Jim Buck — What is the threshold for prosecuting unlawful activity like
burning, dumping trash, destruction of trees? A — Police must catch someone in the act or have evidence connecting the
person to a crime. Jim Buck — Is some public property more protected? A — Not unless it’s something like a water source
where Homeland Security might be involved. John Bildsoe — There are tents on the Gresham-Fairview Trail on privately
owned property. Do property owners contact NET? A — Citizens usually report the camps, not owners. NET will then
contact property owners. Frani Grover — Why do campers have to move? Why can’t we provide garbage service? Jim
Leake — NET provides trash bags. Campers can leave them on the side of the trail for pick up. Frani Grover — There’s a
new Facebook page by a vigilante group against the homeless. We need to change attitudes. A — NET is trying to change
attitudes and get back to community policing. NET officers hand out socks and food at their own expense. Shannon
Singleton — Garbage pick-up is a need but not a police duty. JOIN can help educate campers, but the bigger need is shelter
and funding. Theresa Tschirky — Two big problems are environmental degradation and disrespect. What can citizens do to
help? Tom Griffith — The Coalition could form a subcommittee to investigate how the issue relates to NAs and where to
get more resources. Carol Rulla— The City Council already has a subcommittee and the Gresham Homeless Action Team
(GHAT) meets monthly. Some Coalition members attend GHAT meetings. Frani Grover — There’s a lack of education
and misunderstanding in NAs. John Bildsoe — Some camps get out of control because of hoarding, but others had their
valuables get wet or trashed then left it because it’s ruined. Shannon Singleton — Is there storage for the homeless? JOIN
provides storage at their office in Portland. Joe Walsh — Not aware of storage options out here. Maybe at Red Barn?

Frani Grover — Not much storage at Red Barn. John Bildsoe — There’s an associated problem with hopelessness, mental
iliness, addictions, and a dangerous situation with discarded needles. Chris Cossetto — NET says it doesn’t sweep camps,
but that doesn’t match his understanding. What’s the definition of an “abandoned” camp? NET — Camps that are vacant.
NET sometimes finds occupied camps while investigating reports of camps. NET will post camps with debris and tell
people when NET will be back for clean up. NET will allow people more time if they need it and will allow them to put
their belongings to the side if the camp’s still occupied when NET returns. Chris Cossetto — Do you contract with Clean




and Safe? Joe Walsh — City is not aware of this program. Shannon Single — Clean and Safe doesn’t work in this area, but
she can tell Joe more about their program. Charles Teem — Isn’t RID’s job to help clean up garbage? Stephanie Rawson —
RID’s main goal is to clean up illegal dumping. RID works with local governments and is working with Portland to
provide garbage service to active camps, using two inmate crews three days a week. John Bildsoe — Garbage cans won’t
handle the pallets, foam and other large items that are often left behind. Chris Cossetto — What about sharps collection
stations? John Macklin — We will sacrifice our trails and parks by adding garbage stations. Dan Estes — NET is trying to
please all sides and be compassionate. There is no single answer to why people become homeless, but there has to be a
place for people to live if we’re to solve the problem. Scott Moulton — With the new law in January, are people who have
a housing voucher but don’t want to be off the street still considered protected? Pat Williams — There’s a need for mental
health resources to help people want to get off the street. Shannon Singleton — With a voucher in this rental market, it
takes at least three months to find an affordable unit. Rents are rising so more people are finding themselves homeless.
Partnerships are needed to provide support services out here. Shannon is happy to work with Joe on this. Theresa
Tschirky — What can the NA do to help? Shannon Singleton — JOIN is willing to educate campers about low impact
camping and garbage pick-up. Can NAs help identify a site for a shelter to move people off the trails? Are there any
codes preventing shelters? Roslyn Hamilton — She had to evict a renter with mental health problems. NET was very
helpful. They’re overworked and underpaid. We need more mental health screening. Jim Buck — There’s been a lot of
data collection and discussion but not enough action. NAs want to make concrete proposals, but we need a different model
about mental health. The current system also creates victims when there are break-ins and thefts in our NAs. Karilynn
Echols — The issue is very complex and a high priority for City Council. Staff is working on new initiatives that will be
announced within the next month. Joe Walsh — The city’s limited in what it can do to combat the root cause because it
doesn’t have a social services budget. A Home for Everyone is working on the big picture and has subcommittees working
on about 100 proposals and strategies. Shannon Singleton — Mobile mental health is one. Funding priorities are being
decided now. Joe Walsh — New initiatives will start this summer. A Home for Everyone will be at the next GHAT
meeting. GHAT meets on the 4™ Wednesday of the month at 4PM at City Hall. The city is looking into closing off hard-
hit areas to allow the environment to heal. An announcement is likely next week. Jack Ardner — SWNA conducted a
survey on Nextdoor. Out of 2100 people in 8 neighborhoods, 167 responded. Besides environmental damage, other
significant problems include fear, intimidation and loss of access to parks and trails. Pat Williams — Police get more
mental health calls now than ever. Citizens can help by pushing at the state and county level for mental health services.
Frani Grover — Being homeless is traumatic. 100% of homeless women have PTSD and need a man to protect them; 80%
of homeless men have PTSD. It’s difficult to make the transition back off the streets. Kathy Schwabe — We used to force
people with mental problems into institutions. When we went to the group home model, we didn’t follow up with services.
There’s an ethical issue of how far we go to let people with broken brains make their own decisions. Once they’re 62, we
can force people to take their medication and Medicare will pay. John Bildsoe — Are we seeing more homeless here? Pat
Williams — Portland has a bigger problem than Gresham. Their tent cities aren’t working. John Bildsoe — Is the metro area
becoming a magnet for homeless? He meets many on the trails who aren’t from here. Dan Estes — Portland is advertised
as the last affordable city on the West Coast so many move here. Shannon Singleton — No study has shown that services
attract homeless people. John Bildsoe — He worked with a homeless group to clean up campsites and they were devastated
when the area was messed up again. Scott Moulton — A group leveled a restoration project in Gresham Woods. He has
scattered woody debris so that cleaned up campsites don’t look like cleared land that can be camped on. Dan Estes —
Portland did a huge push which caused campers to move to Gresham last summer. Shannon Singleton — Services have to
be geographically diverse. Day centers and hygiene are needed. The new family shelter in Gresham should help.
Catherine Nicewood — She’s heard that the Red Barn is trying to open an overnight shelter. Joe Walsh — It’1l only be an
emergency shelter because it’s cost-prohibitive to operate full time. Catherine Nicewood — There are reports again of
overnight camping. Joe Walsh — Camping is allowed for up to 3 days at a time with the property owner’s permission.

Neighborhood & City News & Reports:
* Pat Williams — Are NAs interested in police liaisons to NAs to answer questions and help navigate city hall? A — Yes.
Aaron will work with Pat on this. John Bilsdoe — What would be the effect on NET? Pat — It’d help spread the load.

* Carol Rulla — The repair cafe on February 28", 1-4PM, at the Gresham Library needs more fixers for bikes, electronics
and small appliances. John Bildsoe — Rosewood Initiative does bike fixing events. Aaron will help Carol contact them.

* Aaron Abrams — Next Green & Clean Day of Service will be April 16 at Nadaka Nature Park pulling ivy, planting and
doing garden prep. Maggie Anderson volunteered to help repaint the turtle.

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM.

Notes by Kathy Schwabe, Coalition Secretary, and Carol Rulla, Coalition President
Minutes prepared by Carol Rulla, Coalition President

Next meeting: Tuesday, March 8 — Oregon Trail Room




