
Where do I start? 
1.  Measure the height of the lower branches on your trees/
shrubs/plants in the public right of way and those on your 
property’s edge.
An inexpensive piece of PVC pipe (cut or marked at 
8 feet and 12 feet, as seen in the photos below) will 
help you determine which ones may need a trim. 

2. Do the eyeball test. 
If a stop sign adjacent to your corner is partially 
blocked, it violates the City’s ordinance for visibility 
and needs to be trimmed.

3. What about sidewalks?
If the vegetation is also encroaching on the 
sidewalk, it must be trimmed back fl ush with the 
edge of the sidewalk and curb.

What do I need to know?
� e City of Gresham requires that all overhanging 
trees/shrubs/vegetation be at least 8 feet above 
the sidewalk and 12 feet above the street. Trees/
shrubs/vegetation must not impede vision for a 
minimum of 150 feet from stop signs and other 
signage. Vegetation cannot encroach into the 
sidewalk or street. [GRC 7.15.040(2)(a)]

Frequently Asked Questions
Can I do the trimming myself?
Yes. If you need help, check out the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s pruning guide at: www.na.fs.fed.us/
spfo/pubs/howtos/ht_prune/prun001.htm. 

Where do I � nd a professional to do the trimming?
Start by looking under Tree Service in the yellow 
pages. Show this leafl et to the trimmers so they will 
understand the City codes.

Where do I get rid of the trimmings? 
Use your weekly yard debris collection service, or 
contract Metro for a list of disposal sites at 
503-234-3000 or visit www.metro-region.org

Can I just remove my street tree?
Not without fi rst obtaining a tree removal permit. 
� ere’s no charge for the permit; however, a condition 
is that you replace the removed tree with one from 
the City’s approved street tree list. � e list is on the 
Web at GreshamOregon.gov. Permits may be obtained 
from the Permit Center at Gresham City Hall; for 
more information call 503-618-2780.

What happens if the City � nds violations to the ordinance? 
A letter is sent to the property owner requesting 
action. It is up to the owner to correct the problem 
within the specifi ed time. If the violation is not 
corrected, you may be charged a fee, per City code. 
[GRC 7.15.700]

Who do I call for more information?
Contact the City of Gresham Department of 
Environmental Services at 503-618-2626 or Code 
Compliance at 503-618-2463. We’ll be glad to answer 
questions and explain the regulations and process.

Both photos show tress out of compliance. � e tree in the 
photo on the left needs to be trimmed to 12 feet above the 
street. � e branches to be trimmed are shown in the photo in 
the lightened area below the higher mark on the pole.

� e tree in the photo below needs to be trimmed to 8 feet 
above the sidewalk. � e branches to be trimmed are shown as 
the lightened area below the lower mark on the pole.
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Dear Property Owner,

Trees are an important part of what makes 
Gresham a great place to live. � ey save energy 
by shading our homes, provide habitat for birds 
and other wildlife, clean our air and beautify our 
neighborhoods. However, they may also cause 
problems and safety concerns if they are not 
properly maintained.

Your property has been identifi ed as having street 
trees, shrubs or vegetation that does not meet 
the City’s trimming regulations (included in this 
brochure).

We ask you to make the appropriate trimmings to 
your street landscaping within 30 days from the 
postmarked date of this mailing.

City crews will be in your neighborhood in the 
weeks following to perform compliance inspections. 
If trees, shrubs and/or vegetation are left 
untrimmed, the City may issue a $250 Civil Penalty, 
may trim those that do not meet code requirements, 
and may charge back to you the cost of the work.

We’ve included some information and contacts in 
this fl yer to help make this task easier for you. 

� ank you for helping keep our community clean, 
accessible and safe.

Sincerely,
Rita Humphrey
Code Compliance Division
City of Gresham
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Why do I need to trim my trees?
Tree limbs, shrubs and other vegetation that 
overhang sidewalks and streets can be a hazard to 
you and your neighbors.

Prevent accidents for vehicles and pedestrians
Have you ever been driving and not seen a stop 
sign until it was almost too late? Chances are it 
was hidden by a tree that needed to be trimmed. 
In addition to impeding a driver’s view of street 
signs, low hanging branches can block views of 
oncoming traffi  c for both drivers and pedestrians. 
And, untrimmed branches can obstruct streetlights, 
reducing visibility for both drivers and pedestrians. 
Pedestrians also are at risk of being harmed by low 
hanging branches–children riding bikes have been 
poked in the eye by low hanging trees.

Allow emergency, public and delivery vehicles to 
serve you 
Untrimmed branches and vegetation can obstruct 
vehicles or block the driver’s view, impeding their 
ability to help you. Also, post offi  ce and newspaper 
carriers may not deliver if their boxes are blocked.

Help us take care of your streets e�  ciently and 
e� ectively
Street maintenance vehicles, such as sweepers, may 
not be able to do a good job taking care of your street 
if limbs or shrubs are in the way. If they can’t clean 
effectively, debris may collect in storm drains, 
leaving stormwater to pool up in the street. In 
addition, overhanging branches can impede street 
repair and maintenance equipment from overlaying 
or sealing streets–which can reduce the quality of the 
road and ultimately cost more money to repair later.

Help us keep your neighborhood clean and safe!

� is tree has been properly trimmed so no branches are lower 
than 12 feet from street level, as indicated by the mark at the 
top of the pole. Proper pruning calls for trimming branches at 
the trunk, thus eliminating need for further pruning of new 
growth this season.  
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