The Cat and Wildlife Dynamic

The Meow Factor

Cats are predators and their instincts kick in when roaming outside

True or False?

In the United States more than 50 million pet cats have
access to the outdoors. An additional 60 to 100 million
stray cats live outside.

A declawed cat or cat with a bell can’t kill wildlife.
False. Declawed cats kill wildlife. No research shows
that wildlife recognize bells as a warning sound, and
cats can learn to hunt without making the bell chime.

It is estimated that more than one
billion birds are killed by cats each year.

Cats are a native predator in the ecosystem. Cats
killing wildlife is part of the evolutionary process.
False. Cats are domestic animals originally from
Egypt. They are not a part of the natural ecology or
natural evolutionary process.

Studies show that of a cat’s prey:

Cats keep mice and rats away.
False. Cats have been shown to prey on native,
non-pest mice allowing the invasive house mice
population to grow and spread.

• 70% are small mammals
• 20 to 30% are birds
• 10% are other animals, e.g.,
insects reptiles, amphibians

It’s cruel to keep cats inside.
False. The Humane Society advocates for keeping
cats indoors because it’s best for their health and
safety. More details in this brochure.
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Well-fed cats will not hunt or hurt wildlife.
False. A cat is a predator. Its instinct is to hunt and
it will kill regardless of hunger or need for food.
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Can the feathered and furry coexist?

Downy woodpecker.
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An indoor housecat is a happy cat,
according to The Humane Society of
the United States. This brochure offers
suggestions to help you make indoor living
ideal for your cat, and tips to condition
your outdoor cat to live indoors.
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The answer is yes – if kept apart.
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Tips for a Happy Indoor Cat

Bringing an Outdoor Cat Indoors

While many cats enjoy being outside, it’s not a requirement for feline happiness

Outdoor vs. indoor living: did you know?
tanakawho

Here are some tips for safely confining your cat
and making the great indoors a safe, interesting,
feline-friendly environment that meets all of
your cat’s needs:
Takuya Murakami

• Playing regularly with a cat easily satisfies her
stalking instinct, keeps her stimulated, and
provides the exercise she needs to stay healthy
and happy.
• Buy a ready-made cat tree, or kitty condo, or
make your own.
Give your cat a feline friend; they can provide one
another with companionship and entertainment.

• If you’d like your cat to spend some time
outside, consider buying a harness and
training your cat to walk on a leash.
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• Provide a screened porch or other safe way
for your cat to experience the outdoors.
• Indoor cats should still be outfitted with a
collar and visible identification.
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Leave “toys” such as paper bags and cardboard
boxes out when you are not home.

• Install a perch near a sunny window or an
enclosure that sits in a window frame (much
like an air conditioning unit).
Plant cat grass
(available from pet
supply stores) in
indoor pots so your
feline can graze.
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Cat Health and Safety

Try different types of toys that recreate “fishing,”
“chasing,” and “flying” prey.

• Start young. Kittens that are kept indoors
usually show no desire to venture outside
when they grow up.

Transforming a freeroaming cat into a safe cat
can be done, but it requires
planning, persistence, and
patience. For most cats, the
key is to make the change
from outdoors to indoors gradually. Many cats
will adjust with minimal effort while others will
be miserable, and let you know it.

• The average life of an outdoor cat is three years
compared to 12 to 18 years for an indoor cat.

Here are some tips for bringing your outdoor
cat indoors:

• An outdoor cat risks injury or death by
fighting dogs, other cats, and wild animals
including coyotes, raccoons and opossums.

• If your cat has never used a scratching post or a
litter box, introduce both items well in advance
of transitioning your cat to a life inside.
• If you’re feeding your cat outdoors, begin
feeding him indoors. Then, instead of letting the
cat back outside after he’s finished eating, keep
him inside for gradually longer periods of time.

• Getting hit by a car is a common cause of
death for cats outdoors.
• Outdoor cats encounter poisons such as rat
and mouse poison, chemical pesticides on
lawns or gardens, and leaked antifreeze from
cars. Antifreeze tastes good to cats.

• Outdoor cats face the risk of disease,
including fatal illnesses such as rabies, feline
leukemia, or feline immunodeficiency virus
(FIV). Cats can transmit illnesses to people.

• Make sure other members of the household
are aware of the change and are “retrained”
to close doors quickly and provide more
stimulation for the cat.
• Cold weather may be the perfect time to help
your cat make the transition to a life indoors.
• If you’re having trouble slowly transitioning your
cat to a happy life indoors, it may be better to go
“cold turkey.” Your veterinarian may prescribe
short-term drug
or homeopathic
therapy to help.

Information from The Humane Society of the U.S. www.humanesociety.org
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