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REHABILITATION

Gresham’s housing stock will be well 
maintained and will be rehabilitated 
when appropriate.
1. Ensure that Gresham’s land use regulations support 
the rehabilitation and revitalization of both the 
existing single family and multi-family housing stock.

2. Promote the maintenance of good quality housing.

3. Endorse incentives promoting the rehabilitation of 
deteriorated but still good quality housing.

LIVABILITY

Gresham will provide for a variety of livable neighborhoods.
1. Avoid concentrations of any one housing type.

2. Permit appropriate housing types in locations that most benefit the viability of the overall City and 
its centers.

3. Maintain existing City public investments and construct capital improvements that promote the 
viability of city neighborhoods.

4. Continue to evaluate the Development Code to ensure that it: Promotes walkability in and through 
neighborhoods; allows for the coordination of residential development with existing and new 
amenities, services and transit; allows for the correct residential density in the appropriate locations

5. Ensure that new housing developments complement or enhance the character of existing quality 
neighborhood development.

6. Encourage housing developments to incorporate features of Crime Prevention through 
Environmental Design (CPTED).

7. Coordinate with Tri-Met when planning for changes to residential densities.

HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES 

Gresham will have a full range of quality 
housing for its current and future residents.

1. Provide a full range of housing types and sizes that 
reflect the needs of Gresham’s citizens through all life 
stages and circumstances.

2. Support the development of housing that reflects the 
square footage and number of bedrooms needed by the 
full range of family sizes from singles to large families.

3. Ensure that new housing developments are of high 
quality.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Housing investments will contribute to 
Gresham’s economic development goals.

1. Provide opportunities for mixed use developments.

2. Provide for all forms of “live/work” opportunities.

3. Promote a mix of housing types where 
appropriate.

4. Promote the use of the Gresham’s workforce for 
development projects.

5. Promote the development of additional higher-end 
ownership and rental “executive housing”.

CITY ROLES
The City will use appropriate tools, including public-private 
partnerships, to achieve desired types and locations of 
housing.
1. Develop partnerships with private and non-profit housing providers 
that promote collaboration on the siting of market rate and affordable 
housing.

2. Pursue local, state and federal financial support for both new housing 
and housing rehabilitation projects.

3. Utilize technical and procedural assistance programs for the 
promotion and construction of desired housing types.

4. Promote home ownership.

Gresham housing policy

Source: Comprehensive Plan, Volume 2, Policies, Section 10.600, pages 245-248
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City work related to housing
Urban Design & 

Planning
Community 

Development
Economic 

Development
Environmental 

Services
• Comprehensive 

Plan
• Area Plans
• Innovative Housing 

Demonstration 
• Design Review

• Rental Inspections
• Building Permits
• Development Projects
• CBDG/HOME grant
• Small Business/Office 

outreach

• Incentives
• Vertical Housing 

Development Zone
• SDC Incentives

• SDC rate structure
• Infrastructure 

Development Projects: 
• Rockwood Rising 
• Civic Drive development

• Housing Opportunities
• Development Code & Process 

Updates
• Commercial Development Fees 

& Incentives
• Neighborhood Nuisance
• Commercial Business & 

Development Support
• Homelessness

Departmental programs and projects

City Council Work Plan



DRAFT

Gresham has implemented many planning tools to support housing
development.

Status Planning Tool

Align Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Map

Create mixed-use urban corridors

Complete area planning: Pleasant Valley and Springwater

System Development Charge Policies

Vertical Housing Tax Exemption

Parking and Open Space requirements

Density calculations

Urban renewal areas

Allowable zoning for density

Planning tools 
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Partnerships
CITY ROLES

The City will use appropriate tools, including 
public-private partnerships, to achieve 
desired types and locations of housing.

1. Develop partnerships with private and 
non-profit housing providers that promote 
collaboration on the siting of market rate and 
affordable housing.

2. Pursue local, state and federal financial 
support for both new housing and housing 
rehabilitation projects.

3. Utilize technical and procedural assistance 
programs for the promotion and construction 
of desired housing types.

4. Promote home ownership.

City of Gresham works with a variety of 
partners to support housing.
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Community Development Block Grants and HOME 
Investment
The City of Gresham is a recipient of Federal grant programs from Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD).  These grants are awarded on an annual basis to support the community’s 
most vulnerable populations, stabilize neighborhoods, encourage economic development, and 
provide services to low-income communities. 

This work is guided by a Consortium of Multnomah County, City of Portland, and City of Gresham. 
The combined budget for these programs was just over $2 million in Fiscal Year 2018-2019.

2016-2020 Consolidated Plan Needs and Goals
• Affordable housing choice (Need); Increase and preserve affordable housing choice (Goal) 
• Basic services & homeless prevention/intervention (Need); Reduce homelessness and 

increase stability (Goal) 
• Community and economic development (Need); Infrastructure, facilities, economic 

opportunity (Goal)

Grant Programs
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2018-19 HUD Grant Descriptions
• Willow Tree – Human Solutions

– Provide transitional housing with supportive services to extremely low-income Gresham families.

• Human Solutions – Tenant Based Rental Assistance
– Provide short-term rental assistance to low and very low income individuals.

• GresHOME
– Provide housing placement and rental assistance for individuals and families living on the streets or in their cars.

• Adopt-A-Home
– Provide critical repairs and home modifications to seniors and people with physical disabilities, to ensure their 

ability to live independently in their homes.

• Mend-A-Home
– Provide critical home repairs to low and very-low income homeowners in the city.

• DIY Weatherization Workshops
– Provide workshops and home weatherization kits to teach low-income residents how to weatherize their homes

• Latino Economic Stability Service Project – El Programa Hispano Catolico
– Provide emergency services and life skills to overcome short-term crises.

• Living Solutions – East County Solutions
– Job training, job placement, follow-up coaching and life skills to low-income residents.

• MESO – Self-Sufficiency Through Entrepreneurship
– Provide culturally relevant business development services to 100 emerging micro-entrepreneurs

These grants support housing and economic development
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Current Actions related to housing
Type Resource Implementation

Development Fees/Incentives Project Staff existing
Commercial Business & Develolpment Project Staff existing
Accessory Dwelling Units update Project Staff complete
Community Standards Project Staff existing
Neighborhood Nuissance Project Staff existing

IN
SP

EC
TI

O
N

S

Rental inspection program Program Program existing
Innovative Housing Demonstration Project Incentives Program existing
System Development Charges Incentives Fees existing
Vertical Housing Tax Credit Funding Incentives existing
Home Ownership Promotion Funding CBDG/HOME grant existing
Homeless Prevention/Rental Assistance Funding CBDG/HOME grant existing
Housing Development/Rehab Funding CBDG/HOME grant existing
Economic Development Funding CBDG/HOME grant existing

Rockwood Rising Development Public/Private Development existing

Gresham Civic Development Public/Private Development existing

FU
N

DI
N

G
 P

RO
G

RA
M

PR
O

JE
CT

S

          Actions

DE
VE
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PM
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T
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Housing Outcomes

Housing Units
• Produce new housing units
• Preserve and/or renovate 

existing housing units
• Make land available for 

development

Household support
• Home ownership incentives
• Renter support



DRAFT

New Units: Factors in Development

Source: EcoNW

Policy – including zoning, 
density, and design 

requirements – must 
allow a developer to 

build a profitable 
product.

The developer must be 
able to control the site 

with reasonable 
acquisition costs.

The developer must see 
sufficient demand for 
space to support a 
profitable project.

Developers must be able to access 
the resources for development, 
including equity investment, bank 
loans, or other sources of funds.
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Resources for Development

Resources for 
Development
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Resources for Residents
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Resident ResourceResources for Residents
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Other Programs and Policies
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Code Compliance/NET
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Questions

• Is there additional information that would help in 
understanding housing work underway in the City?

Questions
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Current Non-City Programs
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Housing Roles and Policies

Federal 
Government

County

State

Region

City

Private 
Sector

Non-Profit and 
Philanthropic

There are a number 
of government 
organizations with 
a role in housing.

The private sector 
and non-profit 
sector also play an 
important role in 
housing.
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Federal Housing and Urban Development Federal Cabitnet department that provides variety of funding and 
support for Housing, Rental Assitance, and Fair Housing programs.

State
Oregon Department of Housing and 
Community Services (OHCS)

 Oregon's housing finance agency, providing financial and program 
support to create and preserve opportunities for quality, affordable 
housing for Oregonians of lower and moderate income.

Department of Land Conservation 
and Development

In partnership with local governments, and state and federal 
agencies, DLCD addresses the land use needs and planning of the 
public, communities, regions, and the state. 

Regional Metro
Regional Land Use Planning and Urban Growth Boundary; 
Regional Housing Bond for affordable housing capital construction

County Multnomah County
Social Service provider, offering resources and funding; facilitates 
Home For Everyone; operates Joint Office of Homeless Services.

Home Forward
Multnomah County's housing authority; provides housing, rental 
assistance, and services.  Largest proficer of affordable housing in 
Oregon, with 6,000 units to rent and 9,300 Section 8 vouchers.

Private Sector Development
Non-Profit and Philanthropic Development, Support, and Services

Housing Resources and Support
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Questions

• Is there additional information that would help in 
understanding housing resources and non-city programs?

Questions
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