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Residential Decks

When do | need a permit to
build a deck?

A building permit is required for all decks where
the floor is more than 30 inches above the
adjacent grade (soil) at any point. A building
permit is not required for decks that are less than
30 inches above the ground and three feet or

more from the property line.

How much is the permit fee
for a deck?

If the square foot measurement for the deck is
400 square feet or less, the permit fee is an all
inclusive flat rate of $75.00. Permit fees for decks
greater than 400 square feet shall be charged
based on the total valuation of work to be

performed.

What is required to obtain a
permit for a deck?

If you require a building permit for your deck, you
will need to provide two site plans that show the
dimensions of the deck and its relationship to
existing buildings or

structures (shed, pool, retaining walls, etc.) and
the distance to the existing property lines. You
will also need to provide two sets of drawings
that include plans, sections, and details as shown
on the following pages. The two sets of drawings

must be drawn to scale, typically 1/4"=1'-0".

You will also need to complete a building permit
application. Once you have all of these
documents completed you may submit them to
Permit Services, located on the first floor of City
Hall.

After the plans are reviewed and approved, a
permit to construct your deck will be issued to
you. (In some instances we may be able to
review and approve your plans at the counter, so

you can leave with a permit the same day).

These plans and details are provided to

assist you in your deck construction, for obtaining
a building permit (when required), or simply to aid
you in constructing a deck that does not require a
permit. Before proceeding, please check with the
Planner on Duty for land use, zoning, or other
regulations that may affect your project. The
Planner on Duty may be contacted by phone at
503-618-2870 or e-mail at
PlannerOnDuty@GreshamOregon.gov.
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If you have any questions or require further
assistance with your project, please contact the
Building Division staff at 503-618-2845.
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Section View

PT X

Step 3

Beam
{example: PT 4x10)

Joist Span
Ref. Detail B

Type of Decking X - :
— {exarmple: 1x4 or 2x6 Trex) Residence
Guardrail
36" MIN
Detail A Detail B
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- N S Deck Joist

Guard Rail
per Detail A

Beam Span
10" MAX

Overall Deck Width (example: 10°-07)
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Cantilever Joists

PT 2x Joist at

—
PT 4x Post
{example: PT 4xd)

{example: PT 2x10 at 16" 0.c)

Decking

" o.c.

Existing
Residence
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Plan View

Owverall Deck Length (example: 12'-0")
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STEP |
Determine joist span
Ref. Detail B

STEP2
Select joist size
Ref. Detail B

STEP 3
Select beam size
Ref. Detail B

Note: If proposed deck
construction is beyond
the requirements of
this guide then addition-
al calculations may be
required.
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Guardrail Elevation

Guardrail Post Base Connection

Provide (2) 1/2" diameter thru
bolts top and bottom of deck
joist. If there are 26 joist, then
provide joist each side of post.
If the joist are parallel to guard-
rail, then provide 2x blocking
{same depth as the joist) at each
guardrail post connection.
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I Decking

\ Deck Joist

Detail A L
Decking - o :
T Joist Span Joist Size Beam Size
1.1 | = |
Deck Joist B 0 to8 2x6 at 16" o.c. 4x8
B 8-1" to 10 2x8 at 16" o.c 4x|0
Non-Corrosive metd ———— |
tie down clip 10-1" to 12" | 2x]10 at |6" o.c. 4x| 0
Non-Corrosive metal
postbeam connector All lumber shall be grade Douglas-Fir #2 or better and
shall be pressure treated (PT) in accordance with the
Non-Corrosive metal — | American Wood-Preserver's Association standards or
post anchor - decay resistive. Anytime a cut is made, the cut end
1
12" MIN Below Grade . PT 4x4 Post, use 4x6 post at any beam splices
. Y -
Detail B Footing - 12" diameter MIN
Flashing / Caulking at Rim Existing Stud Wall
Joist behind ledger Joist Span Ledger Connection
Decking -1 0 to & 'L" diameter at 6" o.c.
8-1" to 10 14" diameter at 16" o.c.
Deck Joist — ] :
10°-1" to 12 'L" diameter at [2" o.c.

PT 2xI0 Ledger with thru-boltsor ——— |

lag screws per Table

Non-Corrosive metal joist hanger
(correctly sized for deck joist)

Detail C

E T~

Note: Connection such as attachment to cantilevers, veneers,
of existing concrete foundations require an engineered design.

Existing Roor Joist

Existing Rim Joist

Existing Foundation
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Note:

Stairs are not required for
decks. If the deck is going to
have a set of stairs, then the
following information will be
required:

. Location of stairs shown
on site plan.

Stair framing members
Connection details

Step rise and run
Guardrail details
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Check with the City for any
additional information at
time of submittal,
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Sample Site Plan
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