
Pacific Ninebark Physocarpus capitatus 
Deciduous shrub up to 12 ft, with shredded bark and clusters of white  
flowers.  Plant in bowl of raingarden where the most water will collect. 
 
Red Osier Dogwood Cornus sericea 
Deciduous shrub up to 15 ft, does best in partial shade, reddish twigs  
create garden interest through the fall and winter, plant in bowl of garden. 
 
Twinberry Lonicera involucrata 
Deciduous shrub up to 9 ft, versatile plant thrives in full sun to deep shade, paired 
yellow trumpet flowers give way to two black berries hence the  
common name, plant in bowl of garden. 
 
Sword Fern Polystichum munitum 
Tufted fern up to 4 ft, dense evergreen fronds provide garden interest year-round. 
 
Maidenhair Fern Adiantum pedatum 
Low fern up to 2 ft, beautiful evergreen, feathery foliage on delicate black stems,  
full to partial shade, plant in bowl of garden.  
 
Dull Oregon Grape Mahonia nervosa 
Small shrub up to 2 ft, low-growing plant with shiny evergreen leaves, yellow 
flowers and purple berries, plant around drier outer edges of garden. 
 
Rush (various species) Juncus sp. 
Clumped grass-like plants ranging from 6” to 3 ft, “spikey” plant with smooth, 
rounded stems, deep roots increase filtration rates, check for shade tolerance  
before purchase, plant in bowl of garden. 
 
Sedge (various species) Carex sp. 
Clumped grass-like plants ranging from 6” to 3 ft, tufted structure with  
foliage ranging from greens to bronze, provides year-round garden interest, check  
for shade tolerance before purchase, plant in bowl of garden. 
 
Bleeding Heart Dicentra formosa 
Perennial wildflower up to 2 ft, feathery fern-like foliage and cascading pink heart-
shaped flowers in spring through early summer, full to partial shade, plant along drier 
edges of garden. 
 
Oregon Fawn Lily Erythronium oregonum 
Perennial wildflower, up to 1 ft, produces nodding white flowers,  
frequently yellow at base of petals, plant along drier edges of garden. 
 
Trollius-Leaved Larkspur Delphinium trollifolium 
Perennial wildflower up to 3 ft, splendid deep blue flowers through spring, plant along 
drier edges of garden. 

Shady Rain Garden Plants 
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Maidenhair Fern 

Oregon Fawn Lily 

City of Gresham 
Watershed Management Division 

www.GreshamOregon.gov/watershed 

Many of these plants are flexible and not necessarily restricted to sun or 
shade, visit PlantNative.org for more details and plant recommendations. 



Elderberry Sambucus sp. 
Deciduous tree up to 20 ft, sprays of white flowers in spring yield to red berries in early  
summer, berries provide forage for wildlife, plant in bowl of garden.  
 
Vine Maple Acer circinatum 
Deciduous shrubby tree up to 25 ft, bright green leaves turn brilliant red in the fall, smooth 
green bark provides garden interest in winter, plant in bowl of garden. 
 
Mock Orange Philadelphus lewisii 
Small shrubby tree up to 9 ft,  white flowers produce a delightful citrus  
fragrance, plant along drier outer edge of garden. 
 
Spiraea Spiraea douglassi 
Wetland shrub up to 6 ft, torch-shaped pink flower clusters turn bronze in  
fall and persist through winter creating year-round garden interest, plant in bowl of 
garden. 
 
Rush Juncus sp. 
Clumped grass-like plants ranging from 6” to 3 ft, “spikey” plant with smooth, rounded 
stems, deep roots increase filtration rates, most rushes thrive in full  
sun to part shade, plant in bowl of garden. 
 
Sedge Carex sp. 
Clumped grass-like plants ranging from 6” to 3 ft, tufted structure with  
foliage ranging from greens to bronze, provides year-round garden interest, 
plant in bowl of garden. 
 
Cattail Typha latifolia 
Tall wetland plant up to 8 ft, tall spike flowers persist over winter adding to 
year-round garden interest, plant in bowl of garden. 
 
Kinnikinnick Arctostaphylos uva-ursi 
Spreading shrub up to 8 in, low-growing evergreen groundcover with drooping  
pink flowers and red berries, plant along drier out edges of garden. 
 
Camas Camassia quamash 
Perennial wildflower from bulb up to 2 ft, produces dazzling blue flowers 
 with yellow centers, plant along drier outer edges of garden. 
 
Blanketflower Gallardia aristata 
Perennial wildflower up to  1 ft, produces multiple red and yellow pinwheel style 
flowers, plant along drier outer edges of garden. 
 
Checkermallow Sidalcea sp. 
Perennial wildflower up to 2 ft, showy clusters of pink flowers favored by  
butterflies, plant along drier edges of garden. 
 
Red Columbine Aquilegia formosa 
Perennial wildflower up to 3 ft, taller wildflower with multiple drooping red and yellow   
flowers, prefers dappled sun, plant along drier outer edges of garden. 

Sunny Rain Garden Plants 
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Many of these plants are flexible and not necessarily restricted to sun or shade, 
visit PlantNative.org for more information and plant recommendations. 


